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IURI CANONICO QUO SIT ECCLESIA DEI FELIX. 

)RU� ZKDW� VKDOO� LW� SURÀW� D� PDQ�� LI� KH� JDLQ� WKH� ZKROH�
ZRUOG��DQG�VXIIHU�WKH�ORVV�RI�KLV�VRXO"

Mark 8:36
$QG�\RX��IDWKHUV��SURYRNH�QRW�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�DQJHU��EXW�
EULQJ�WKHP�XS�LQ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�FRUUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�/RUG��

Ephesians 6:4
[Author’s Note:  Even though my name appears 
on this article, it could not have been written with-
out the exchange of thoughts with friends and col-
leagues who have the skills and background that I 
lack. Any shortcomings in the article are due to me 
and I assume full responsibility for them.]

The Church, the World 
and the Lay Faithful

 The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Mod-
ern World (Gaudium et spes) is the longest document of 
the Second Vatican Council. It is full of nice sounding 
words and phrases which frequently serve to obscure 
the underlying message. The following passage, by con-
trast, shines forth as an example of clarity.
&KULVW��WR�EH�VXUH��JDYH�+LV�&KXUFK�QR�SURSHU�PLV-
VLRQ� LQ� WKH� SROLWLFDO�� HFRQRPLF� RU� VRFLDO� RUGHU��
7KH�SXUSRVH�ZKLFK�+H�VHW�EHIRUH�KHU�LV�D�UHOLJLRXV�
RQH�� %XW� RXW� RI� WKLV� UHOLJLRXV�PLVVLRQ� LWVHOI� FRPH�
D� IXQFWLRQ��D� OLJKW�DQG�DQ�HQHUJ\�ZKLFK�FDQ�VHUYH�
WR�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�FRQVROLGDWH�WKH�KXPDQ�FRPPXQLW\�
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� GLYLQH� ODZ��$V� D�PDWWHU� RI� IDFW��
ZKHQ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�WLPH�DQG�SODFH�SURGXFH�WKH�
QHHG��VKH�FDQ�DQG�LQGHHG�VKRXOG�LQLWLDWH�DFWLYLWLHV�
RQ�EHKDOI�RI�DOO�PHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�GHVLJQHG�IRU�
WKH�QHHG\��VXFK�DV�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�PHUF\�DQG�VLPLODU�
XQGHUWDNLQJV�

*DXGLXP�HW�VSHV��No. 41
The number of the activities initiated by the Church 

RYHU�WKH�SDVW�ÀIW\�\HDUV�DW�ERWK�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�GLRF-
esan level is beyond calculation. Unquestionably, some 

are excellent and deserving of the support of Christ’s 
Faithful; others are less so. 

For example, in 1969 the NCCB resolved to create an 
organization dedicated to solving the root causes of pov-
erty. The following year it took shape as the Campaign 
for Human Development. Later, the word Catholic was 
added to its title. According to the USCCB website, the 
mission of CCHD is stated as follows:
7KH�EHOLHI� WKDW� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�GLUHFWO\�DIIHFWHG�E\�
XQMXVW�V\VWHPV�DQG�VWUXFWXUHV�KDYH�WKH�EHVW�LQVLJKW�
LQWR� NQRZLQJ� KRZ� WR� FKDQJH� WKHP� LV� FHQWUDO� WR�
&&+'��&&+'�ZRUNV�WR�EUHDN�WKH�F\FOH�RI�SRYHUW\�
E\�KHOSLQJ�ORZ�LQFRPH�SHRSOH�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�GHFL-
VLRQV�WKDW�DIIHFW�WKHLU�OLYHV��IDPLOLHV�DQG�FRPPXQL-
WLHV��&&+'�RIIHUV�D�KDQG�XS��QRW�D�KDQG�RXW�1

$IWHU� IRUW\� ÀYH� \HDUV�� WR� WKH� EHVW� RI� P\� NQRZOHGJH�
QR�RQH�KDV�SUHFLVHO\�GHÀQHG�ZKDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�DQ�XQMXVW�
V\VWHP�RU� VWUXFWXUH��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�P\�RZQ�GHÀQLWLRQ�� LW�
is any structure or system that is disliked by the politi-
cal left and its cheering section within the Church. I also 
wish someone would tell me how many — if any — of 
the 46,000,000 or so poor people in the United States suf-
IHU� IURP� SRYHUW\� FDXVHG� E\� ´XQMXVW� V\VWHPV� DQG� VWUXF-
tures?” In my mind, the implied presumption that such 
structures are the primary cause of poverty smacks of 
0DU[LVP��DV�GRHV�LWV�´RQH�VL]H�ÀWV�DOOµ�PHWKRGRORJ\��7KLV�
assessment is further strengthened by the ideology of 
many of the organizations that CCHD selects for funding. 
They appear more dedicated to promoting the gospel of 
the late Saul Alinsky (1909-1972) than the Gospel of Jesus 
&KULVW��,W�LV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�UHVLVW�JRLQJ�RII�RQ�D�WDQJHQW�DERXW�
Alinsky and his tactics. However, I will provide some 
links for our readers who wish to pursue the issue.2

How well does the mission and methodology of the 
CCHD and the organizations it supports correspond 
with the pronouncements of Vatican II and the 1983 
Code of Canon Law cited above and below?

Pope Francis and the Mission of the Laity
By Charles M. Wilson

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���
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The production schedule for the three remaining is-
sues of 2015 has been slightly revised. 

No. 6 November 4 St. Charles Borromeo 
No. 7 December 2-24 Advent
No. 8 Dec. 25- Jan 6 Christmastide
The issue before this one was mailed on July 29. My 

copy did not show up in my mailbox until August 13, 
which was still two days before the issue date.  

One great advantage of our organizational changes is 
that I can concentrate on publishing &KULVWLÀGHOLV��As a 
result, we have produced as many issues so far this year 
as we did in all of 2014, with three more to come. CW

�����
,Q� RXU� VHFRQG� LVVXH� RI� &KULVWLÀGHOLV� WKLV� \HDU�� ,� H[-

SODLQHG� VRPH� RI� WKH� GLIÀFXOWLHV� ZH� KDG� KDG�ZLWK� RXU�
website and our database.  I announced that we had 
transitioned to a new website and a new database pro-
gram, and would now turn our attention to re-engaging 
some of our administrative tasks that had been ham-
pered by the failing database; such as, Committee of 
1000 and Thank You mailings.  Until now, that has been 
hampered by two things.  

1. The St. Joseph Foundation has received an un-
usually large number of inquiries since May.  As 
noted in the previous Rumor, addressing those 
inquiries is our top priority.  With Tanya and 
Laura still in training, that task fell to me--along 
with many others.  Quite simply, some things 
couldn’t get done, and I always put the canoni-
cal cases and inquiries at a high priority, simply 

because it is the mission of the St. Joseph Foun-
dation to do so.  

2. 7KHUH�ZHUH�GHOD\V� E\� WKH�3RVW�2IÀFH� LQ� JHWWLQJ�
RXU�QRQ�SURÀW�PDLOLQJ�LQGLFLD�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�
QHZ�RIÀFH�

I regret, and apologize that some of you have not 
received timely acknowledgements of your contribu-
tions.  Both concerns have been addressed and all ac-
knowledgements for donations received were mailed 
before the end of August.  If you have not received an 
acknowledgement for a donation sent this year, and 
\RX�ZLVK�WR�UHFHLYH�RQH��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�RXU�RIÀFH�VR�ZH�
can correct that oversight.  Again, I apologize for any 
inconvenience or concern this may have caused any-
one.  PG

�����
From time to time, the St. Joseph Foundation may 

need to contact a particular person on our mailing list 
to ensure uninterrupted and proper service.  To facili-
tate those uncommon communications, it’s helpful to 
have a phone number or email address, or both.  In the 
unlikely event we need to contact you about a donation, 
mailing error, or some other such occurrence, please 
consider providing us your phone number or email, 
or both.  You can do this by calling us, emailing us, or 
completing the reply card enclosed with the newslet-
ter.  If you prefer we use surface mail for all commu-
nications, we are happy to continue doing so, and you 
need to do nothing.  In either event, I want to assure 
you that the St. Joseph Foundation has never, and will 
never sell its mailing list or use your contact informa-
tion for anything except our necessary communications 
to serve you.  PG

�����
By the time you receive this issue, Pope Francis will 

have come and gone to the United States, and the Synod 
of Bishops on the Family is about to begin. Please pray 
that the latter will inspire a genuine renewal of marriage 
and family life. CW.  

�����
I don’t know if it’s due to the number of newsletter is-

sues, the growth in circulation or some other reason; the 
)RXQGDWLRQ·V�ÀQDQFHV�KDYH� LPSURYHG�RYHU� ODVW�\HDU�DW�
WKLV�WLPH��:H�DOZD\V�H[SHULHQFH�DQ�RSHUDWLQJ�GHÀFLW�IRU�
WKH�ÀUVW�QLQH�PRQWKV�DQG�PDNH�LW�XS�GXULQJ�WKH�&KULVW-
PDV�VHDVRQ��EXW�WKLV�\HDU�WKH�GHÀFLW�LV�VPDOOHU�WKDQ�LW�KDV�
been in past.

We are extremely grateful for your spiritual and tem-
poral assistance. You remain in our prayers and your in-
tentions are included in the Masses celebrated for our 
supporters. PG/CW.

Reports, Rumors,
Ramblings and Ravings

By the St. Joseph Foundation Staff
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STRAWS IN THE WIND

# # # # # # # # # # # # #

[Straws indicate to us how strong and in which direction the wind is blowing. We are very grateful to the readers who take the 
trouble to send us the parish bulletins, newspaper clippings and other docu ments which make this popular feature possible. — Ed.]

1. A Brief Excerpt from &UX[�Online, July 13, 2015:
http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2015/07/13/under-francis-
theres-a-new-dogma-papal-fallibility/ 
Under Francis, there’s a new dogma: 

Papal fallibility
By John Allen

When the First Vatican Council formally declared the 
dogma of papal infallibility in 1870, it was very care-
fully circumscribed. According to the council’s for-
mula, a papal edict is regarded as incapable of error 
only if:
It pertains to faith and morals
It does not contradict scripture or divine revelation
It’s intended to be held by the whole Church
Asked about tensions between Greece and the Euro 
zone, Francis said he has a “great allergy” to economic 
matters and said of the corporate accounting his fa-
ther practiced in Argentina, “I don’t understand it very 
ZHOO�µ�)RU�D�SRQWLII�ZKR·V�PDGH�HFRQRPLF� MXVWLFH�DQG�
JOREDO�ÀQDQFH�D�FHQWHUSLHFH�RI�KLV�VRFLDO�UKHWRULF��LW�ZDV�
a fairly breathtaking acknowledgment…

[,W� JRHV�ZLWKRXW� VD\LQJ� WKDW� ,�KDYH�YLJRURXVO\�GLVDJUHHG�
ZLWK�SRVLWLRQV�WDNHQ�E\�0U��$OOHQ�� LQ�SDUWLFXODU�ZKHQ�KH�
ZRUNHG� IRU� WKH�National Catholic Reporter. $W� WKH� VDPH�
WLPH��KH�JRW�KLV�IDFWV�VWUDLJKW�DQG�ZDV�D�FRPSHWHQW�MRXU-
QDOLVW��7KH�RQO\�FRUUHFWLRQ�,�ZRXOG�PDNH�WR�WKLV�DUWLFOH�LV�
KLV�XVH�RI�WKH�PRGLÀHU��´IDLUO\�µ�,Q�P\�YLHZ��3RSH�)UDQFLV·�
FRPPHQW�ZDV�DVWRQLVKLQJ��

#� #� #

2. From 7KH�&DWKROLF�:RUOG�5HSRUW��July 24, 2015:
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/4051/apocalyptic_
and_utopian_on_pope_francis_bolivian_manifesto.aspx 

Apocalyptic and Utopian: 
On Pope Francis’ Bolivian Manifesto

The Pope’s July 9th address in Santa Cruz de 
la Sierra, Bolivia, described how terrible things 
are in the world and how idyllic they can be

By James V. Schall, S.J.
$V� IDU�DV� ,� FRXOG� MXGJH��ZH�ÀQG�� LQ� WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�DG-
dress, almost no trace of traditional Christian concerns 
ZLWK�SHUVRQDO�YLUWXH�� VDOYDWLRQ�� VLQ�� VDFULÀFH�� ORQJ�VXI-
fering, repentance, eternal life, or an abiding vale of 
tears. Sins and evils are transformed into social or eco-
logical issues that require political and structural rem-
edies. Problems are at the same time said to be “global” 

and “individual”. Pope Francis urges individual action 
and global refashioning. The evil is caused by capital-
ism in the form of money and greed. The free market 
capitalism, severely limited by the state, that actually 
exists has little hearing. Time cited a comment that such 
moderate capitalism was the only way that could really 
achieve what the Pope wanted for the poor before him. 
Thus the central questions that the Pope brings up in 
this address are: “What works? What does not work for 
the end envisioned?” This end that Pope Francis seems 
to envision is nothing less than a world transformation 
of mankind to save itself, soon—indeed, now!

[)U�� 6FKDOO� KLWV� WKH� QDLO� RQ� WKH� KHDG� KHUH�� 7KH� IXOO� DUWL-
FOH� KDV�PDQ\�PRUH� KHOSIXO� REVHUYDWLRQV� DQG� LV� FHUWDLQO\�
ZRUWK�UHDGLQJ� CMW]

#� #� #

3. From Aletei..org., retrieved on August 7, 2015:
http://www.aleteia.org/en/scienvironment/article/
environmental-activists-arrested-while-reading-pope-
francis-encyclical-5830295651614720

Environmental Activists Arrested 
While Reading Pope Francis’ 

Encyclical
Environmental activists in New York have enlisted the 
help of the Holy Father to help further their cause. 
Thirteen protesters arrested while forming a human 
blockade around a gas storage facility in Seneca Lake, 
New York, on August 4, were “reading from Pope 
Francis’ encyclical on the environment, Laudato Si’” 
according to AlterNet. 
The protesters were trying to bring attention to a pro-
SRVDO�WR�VWRUH�´WHQV�RI�PLOOLRQV�RI�JDOORQV�RI� OLTXHÀHG�
petroleum gas, and up to two billion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas, in abandoned subterranean salt caverns thou-
sands of feet below the shores of Seneca Lake” in the 
Finger Lakes region of New York. The lake provides 
drinking water to over 100,000 people. 
The gas storage facility, operated by Houston-based 
Crestwood Midstream Partners, has been the target 
of protests by environmentalists for the last eight 
months. The number of arrests since the campaign be-
gan totals 332.
Activists also carried banners which quoted lines 
from prayers from the Pope’s Encyclical on the envi-
ronment, including “Love the Common Good” and 
“And Care for This World.”

http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2015/07/13/under-francis-theres-a-new-dogma-papal-fallibility/
http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2015/07/13/under-francis-theres-a-new-dogma-papal-fallibility/
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/4051/apocalyptic_and_utopian_on_pope_francis_bolivian_manifesto.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/4051/apocalyptic_and_utopian_on_pope_francis_bolivian_manifesto.aspx
http://www.aleteia.org/en/scienvironment/article/environmental-activists-arrested-while-reading-pope-francis-encyclical-5830295651614720
http://www.aleteia.org/en/scienvironment/article/environmental-activists-arrested-while-reading-pope-francis-encyclical-5830295651614720
http://www.aleteia.org/en/scienvironment/article/environmental-activists-arrested-while-reading-pope-francis-encyclical-5830295651614720
http://www.alternet.org/environment/seneca-lake-activists-arrested-while-reading-popes-climate-change-encyclical


4

&KULVWLÀGHOLV | St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus October 1, 2015

�&RQWLQXHG� IURP�SDJH����

According to AlterNet, “Crestwood is already permit-
ted to store more than one billion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas in salt caverns near Watkins Glen, the county 
seat of Schuyler County where it owns the U.S. Salt 
plant.” The plan would expand their operations.
7KH�FRPSDQ\�VD\V�LW�KRSHV�WR�FUHDWH�QHZ�MREV�DQG�LQ-
vestment in the region, which has suffered the loss of 
its once thriving industrial sector.

[,�KDYH�QR�RSLQLRQ�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�VWRULQJ�OLTXHÀHG�RU�QDWX-

UDO� JDV� LQ� WKRVH� DEDQGRQHG� VDOW�PLQHV� LQYROYHV� DQ\� ULVN�
WR� WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�QRWKLQJ� LQ� WKLV�6WUDZ�LV�RI�DQ\�KHOS� LQ�
PDNLQJ� WKH� FDVH�� /LNH� RWKHU� DFWLYLVW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� ´:H�
$UH� 6HQHFD� /DNHµ�PDNHV� WR� DWWHPSW� WR� FRQYLQFH� DQ\RQH�
WKDW�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�KDV�PHULW��,QVWHDG��WKH\�GR�QRWKLQJ�EXW�
DWWHPSW�WR�LQWLPLGDWH�WKHLU�RSSRQHQWV��FKDQW�VORJDQV�DQG�
GLVUXSW�SXEOLF�RUGHU��7KH�VDPH�ZRXOG�DSSO\� WR� WKH�%ODFN�
/LYHV�0DWWHU��+DQGV�8S��'RQ·W�6KRRW��2FFXS\�:DOO�6WUHHW�
RU�&236�0HWUR�$OOLDQFH��5DWLRQDO�GLVFRXUVH�LV�QRW�LQ�WKHLU�
WRRO�NLW��,�ZRQGHU�LI�WKH�:H�$UH�6HQHFD�/DNH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
ZRXOG�LQYRNH�SDSDO�WHDFKLQJ�RQ�VXFK�PDWWHUV�DV�PDUULDJH�
DQG�IDPLO\�OLIH��CMW]

#� #� #

4. From the Home Page of Msgr. Cormac Burke, 
Retrieved on August 3, 2015:
http://www.cormacburke.or.ke/

As we approach the October Synod on the Family, it 
is good to remember that the synod itself is not an ex-
pression of collegial governance of the Church. It is 
simply an advisory body which, after free discussion 
of opinions, formulates recommendations to be made 
to the Pope. It is the Pope who, having studied these, 
then issues an Apostolic Exhortation — which is in-
deed a magisterial document. The very word Exhor-
tation implies that it will carry a message of encour-
agement to those to whom it is addressed - above all 
in this case the Christian families of world and those 
with the pastoral mission to care for them.
Meanwhile, the public media will cut and slice and 
report whatever it chooses.

[,Q�RQH�SDUDJUDSK�0VJU��%XUNH�KDV�VDLG�ZKDW�,�ZDV�WU\LQJ�
WR�VD\�LQ�WKH�OHDG�DUWLFOH�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�LVVXH��CMW]

#� #� #

5. From &DWKROLF�:RUOG�1HZV� July 21, 2015:
http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.
cfm?storyid=25587

Archbishop Georg Gänswein has questioned why 
some bishops — particularly in his native Germany 
— are proposing the admission of divorced and re-
married Catholics to Communion, when that step is 
“not possible.“
7KH� SUHIHFW� RI� WKH� SRQWLÀFDO� KRXVHKROG�� ZKR� KDV�
worked closely with both Pope Benedict XVI and 
Pope Francis, also spoke about the similarities be-
tween the two in an interview with a publication of 
the International University of Catalonia.
Turning to the upcoming Synod of Bishops on the 
family, he said:
A challenge is certainly Christians that are in a mari-
tal situation theologically called “irregular.” It means 
persons who have divorced and remarried civilly. 
We must help them, certainly, but not in a reductive 
way. It’s important to get close to them, to create con-
tact and maintain it because they are members of the 
Church as everyone else, they are not expelled and 
even less so excommunicated.
They are supported, but there are problems in regard 
to the sacramental life. The Church must also be very 
sincere with faithful living in this situation. It’s not 
only about saying: “They can, they can’t.” And there, 
in my opinion, it must be addressed positively. The 
question of access to the sacramental life must be ad-
dressed sincerely on the basis of Catholic teaching ... 
It’s true that not all the errors come from there [Ger-
many], but on the point in question certainly yes: 20 
years ago, after a long and laborious negotiation, John 
Paul II didn’t accept that remarried Christians could 
accede to the Eucharist. Now, we can’t ignore his 
teaching and change things.
Why do some pastors want to propose what’s not 
possible? I don’t know. Perhaps they give in to the 
spirit of the time; perhaps they allow themselves to 
be guided by the human applause caused by the me-
dia ... To be critical against the mass media is certainly 
less pleasing, but a pastor must not decide on the ba-
sis of applause or even less of the media. The measure 
is the Gospel, the faith, healthy doctrine, Tradition.
H/T to Catholic World Report 

[*LYHQ�KLV�SRVLWLRQ��,�ÀQG�LW�GLIÀFXOW�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�$UFK-
ELVKRS�*lQVZHLQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�PDGH�WKHVH�UHPDUNV�ZLWKRXW�
JHWWLQJ�D�JUHHQ�OLJKW�IURP�KLJKHU�DXWKRULW\��CMW] 

Photo Credit: We Are Seneca Lake

http://www.cormacburke.or.ke/
http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=25587
http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=25587
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%XW�WKH�ODLW\��E\�WKHLU�YHU\�YRFDWLRQ��VHHN�WKH�NLQJ-
GRP�RI�*RG�E\�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WHPSRUDO�DIIDLUV�DQG�E\�
RUGHULQJ�WKHP�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SODQ�RI�*RG�

/XPHQ�JHQWLXP��No. 31
7KH�ODLW\�PXVW�WDNH�XS�WKH�UHQHZDO�RI�WKH�WHPSR-
UDO�RUGHU�DV�WKHLU�RZQ�VSHFLDO�REOLJDWLRQ��/HG�E\�
WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�DQG�WKH�PLQG�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�
DQG� PRWLYDWHG� E\� &KULVWLDQ� FKDULW\�� WKH\� PXVW�
DFW�GLUHFWO\�DQG� LQ�D�GHÀQLWH�ZD\�LQ�WKH�WHPSR-
UDO�VSKHUH��$V�FLWL]HQV�WKH\�PXVW�FRRSHUDWH�ZLWK�
RWKHU� FLWL]HQV� ZLWK� WKHLU� RZQ� SDUWLFXODU� VNLOO�
DQG�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��(YHU\ZKHUH�DQG�
LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�WKH\�PXVW�VHHN�WKH�MXVWLFH�RI�*RG·V�
NLQJGRP��7KH�WHPSRUDO�RUGHU�PXVW�EH�UHQHZHG�LQ�
VXFK� D�ZD\� WKDW��ZLWKRXW� GHWULPHQW� WR� LWV� RZQ�
SURSHU� ODZV�� LW�PD\�EH� EURXJKW� LQWR� FRQIRUPLW\�
ZLWK� WKH� KLJKHU� SULQFLSOHV� RI� WKH� &KULVWLDQ� OLIH�
DQG� DGDSWHG� WR� WKH� VKLIWLQJ� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� RI�
WLPH�� SODFH�� DQG�SHRSOHV��3UHHPLQHQW� DPRQJ� WKH�
ZRUNV�RI�WKLV�W\SH�RI�DSRVWRODWH�LV�WKDW�RI�&KULV-
WLDQ�VRFLDO�DFWLRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VDFUHG�V\QRG�GHVLUHV�
WR�VHH�H[WHQGHG�WR�WKH�ZKROH�WHPSRUDO�VSKHUH��LQ-
FOXGLQJ�FXOWXUH

$SRVWROLFDP�DFWXRVLWDWHP��No. 7
§1. Since, like all the Christian faithful, lay per-
sons are designated by God for the apostolate 
WKURXJK� EDSWLVP� DQG� FRQÀUPDWLRQ�� WKH\� DUH�
bound by the general obligation and possess the 
right as individuals, or joined in associations, to 
work so that the divine message of salvation is 
made known and accepted by all persons every-
where in the world. This obligation is even more 
compelling in those circumstances in which only 
through them can people hear the gospel and 
know Christ.
§2. According to each one’s own condition, they 
are also bound by a particular duty to imbue and 
perfect the order of temporal affairs with the spir-
it of the gospel and thus to give witness to Christ, 
especially in carrying out these same affairs and 
in exercising secular functions.

Can. 225, CIC 1983
,I� IRU� QR� RWKHU� UHDVRQ�� SXWWLQJ� WKH� VDQFWLÀFDWLRQ� RI�

the temporal sphere in the hands the lay faithful is nec-
essary because of their numbers. There are simply not 
HQRXJK�FOHUJ\�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�� ,I�ZH�GRQ·W�GR� WKLV� MRE�� LW�
won’t get done! Conversely, the CCHD is an initiative of 
the U.S. episcopal conference and is run by clergy, reli-
gious and lay employees of the Church. Somehow, I do 
not think that it represents what the Council Fathers and 
WKH�3RQWLÀFDO�&RPPLVVLRQ�IRU�WKH�5HYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�&RGH�
of Canon Law had in mind. 

A Different Kind of Love
Saint Paul, writing to the Ephesians (above) and to 

the Colossians (3:21) directs his admonitions only to 
fathers. Why not to mothers? My guess is that he un-
derstood some of the special qualities of a father’s love. 
It is a love that sets limits; makes demands and urges 
perseverance, even in the fact of adversity. Being all too 
human, we fathers sometimes are overly harsh towards 
our children; but I don’t think St. Paul was referring to 
this kind of occasional lapse, regrettable as it might be.

At one or more times in our lives, we have all had to 
deal with people who were impossible to please. Besides 
parents, they can be teachers, supervisors, customers, 
military superiors and the like. No matter how hard we 
try or believe our work is our best, there is never praise. 
Instead we get only rebuke, criticism or disparagement. 
7KH\� FRQVWDQWO\� VFROG� WKRVH� VXEMHFW� WR� WKHLU� DXWKRULW\�
for their inability to change conditions over which they 
have no control. 
(YHQWXDOO\��ZH�VLPSO\�JLYH�XS�DQG�ÀQG�D�ZD\� WR�H[-

WULFDWH�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�VXFK�GLIÀFXOW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��,I�WKLV�
is not possible, say in the military, we hunker down, stay 
out of sight and wait for an opportunity to steal away.

Could the words of St. Paul be applied equally as well 
to spiritual fathers, including the Pope? I have witnessed 
personally many instances where pastors and their su-
periors incessantly hectored, belittled and harangued 
the faithful in a way that the most abusive corporate 
mogul, military brass hat or political tyrant martinet 
would envy. Ecclesiastical law recognizes this by pro-
viding a process by whereby a pastor can be removed 
when his ministry becomes “harmful or at least ineffec-
tive.”3 Sorry to say, there is no comparable provision in 
canon law that would apply to bishops. A few have been 
UHPRYHG�IURP�RIÀFH�E\�LQWHQVH�SUHVVXUH�WR�UHVLJQ�RU��DV�
a last resort, by declaring the see to be vacant; but these 
are very few and far between. If they constantly nag 
and provoke the lay faithful and imply that they are the 
cause of every social ill in the world, how on earth can 
we be expected to take up our exclusive mission to im-
bue and perfect the temporal order with the spirit of the 
Gospel?  The widespread provocations decried by Saint 
Paul have discouraged the members of the lay faithful 
from doing our duty.  

Economics
At this point, allow me to take a quick detour for a 

brief look at an academic discipline that underlies many 
statements by Pope Francis. I am doing this only to pro-
vide context for understanding what the Pope was try-
ing to say.

When I completed undergraduate studies in 1958, 
P\�DFDGHPLF�PDMRU�ZDV�HFRQRPLFV��DND�´WKH�GLVPDO�VFL-

�&RQWLQXHG� IURP�SDJH����
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ence.” As my studies progressed, it seemed to me that 
economics began to look more and more like an exercise 
in higher mathematics and less and less as a means of 
informing practical decisions in the real world.  

The work of the British economist Lord John Maynard 
.H\QHV�ZDV�DOO� WKH�UDJH� LQ�WKH�QLQHWHHQ�ÀIWLHV��+LV�PDJ-
num opus was 7KH�*HQHUDO�7KHRU\�RI�(PSOR\PHQW�� ,QWHUHVW�
DQG�0RQH\, published in 1936.4 As I remember, his main 
point was that governments can and should use monetary 
DQG� ÀVFDO� SROLFLHV� DV� D� ZD\� D� RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ� HFRQRPLF�
equilibrium at a level of full employment. Today, I could 
not pass the most basic examination on Keynes’ theories 
or economics in general if my life depended on it! I did not 
know much about economics back then and have forgot-
ten most of that. No matter how little I still know, it ap-
pears that Pope Francis knows even less, as he admitted 
RQ�WKH�UHFHQW�UHWXUQ�ÁLJKW�IURP�6RXWK�$PHULFD�WR�5RPH�5

From a smattering of knowledge remaining from my 
XQGHUJUDGXDWH� VWXGLHV�SOXV�RYHU�ÀIW\�\HDUV�H[SHULHQFH�
LQ� ERWK� IRU�SURÀW� DQG� QRQ�SURÀW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� ,� ZLOO�
make this detour and get back on the main road with 
a few general observations, which also involve social 
SROLF\��VHFXODU�SROLWLFV�DQG�RWKHU�VXEMHFWV�QRW�FRQQHFWHG�
directly to the economy.

• The principal characteristic of Capitalism is the pri-
vate ownership and control of the means of production 
with its goods being distributed in free markets. Capi-
talism in this “pure” form has never existed in any in-
dustrial economy. 

• Capitalism is not an ideology. There is no “Capi-
talist Manifesto” or one basic theoretical text compara-
ble to 'DV�.DSLWDO. The existing system came into being 
JUDGXDOO\�RYHU�VRPH�ÀYH�FHQWXULHV��GHYHORSLQJ�VSRQWD-
neously from existing structures. To say that Capitalism 
is all sinful or all virtuous does not make sense because, 
as a structure or system, it is morally neutral. Even 
though there is abundant evidence that Capitalism/Free 
(QWHUSULVH�KDV�SURYLGHG�WKH�JUHDWHVW�HFRQRPLF�EHQHÀWV�
to the greatest number of people far more than any other 
system, there is no denying that some people fare worse 
under it than others. 

• Any economic system will experience periods of 
growth, contraction or stagnation, no matter under which 
socio political structure it operates. One of my professors 
OLNHQHG�WKH�HFRQRP\�WR�D�ZDWHU�ÀOOHG�EDOORRQ��,I�\RX�KROG�
the thing in your hands and apply increasing pressure 
with your thumb at one point, it will eventually blurp out 
at another. He went on to say that, if we employed all the 
DYDLODEOH�VFLHQWLÀF�UHVRXUFHV��ZH�PLJKW�EH�DEOH�WR�SUHGLFW�
ZLWK�D�KLJK�GHJUHH�RI�FHUWDLQW\�MXVW�ZKHQ�DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�
blurp would occur and how large it would be. He not-
ed that to develop a new science of “blurpology” would 
be absurd if it involved only a mere childish plaything. 

If applied to the economy, the vast number of constantly 
changing variables would be too daunting.

• The economy of the United States has witnessed 
thirteen periods of reduced activity after the requisite 
QLQH� VWDWHV� UDWLÀHG� WKH� &RQVWLWXWLRQ� LQ� ������ 7KH� ÀUVW�
was in 1792 and the most recent began in 2008.6 Our 
ÀUVW�´JUHDW�GHSUHVVLRQµ�EHJDQ�ZLWK�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�SDQLF�RI�
1837 and continued for eight years.7 Between 1845 and 
the next “great depression” which began with the crash 
of the stock market on October 24, 1929 (Black Tuesday), 
there were several periods of economic contraction be-
tween World War II and 2008, the year the sub prime 
mortgage bubble burst. Many of these calamities could 
be traced all or in part to imprudence and the “some-
thing for nothing” mentality. Some are due to the two 
factors that have existed since the beginning or recorded 
history; i.e., human error and human malice. 

• One of the most persistent condemnations of Capi-
talism is that the system permits or even encourages 
the accumulation of wealth at the expense of the poor. 
I have heard this claim more times than I can count 
and my response has always been the same: Show me 
the evidence! So far no one has.  Pointing to the great 
disparity in personal wealth is not enough. In order for 
their claims to be taken seriously, those who make the 
charge must demonstrate that our economic structure 
was intentionally designed to function this way.

• According to statistics provided by the U.S. Census 
Bureau, at the end of 2013 there were 81,217,000 families 
in this country. Of these, 9,130,000 (11.2%) are below the 
so called poverty line.8 More interesting for our purpos-
es are the types of families involved in the survey. Of the 
total number of families, 59,692,000 (77%) consist of at 
least two people married to each other and presumably 
of the opposite sex; but only 3, 476,000 (5.8%) are below 
the poverty line. The Census Bureau also surveyed fam-
ilies headed by a female with no husband present; there 
are 15,195,000 such families, or a little less than 13% of 
the total; but 4,646,000 (32.5%) live below the threshold 
of poverty. Though it may not be obvious to Pope Fran-
FLV� RU� D�PDMRULW\� RI� WKH�8�6�� ELVKRSV�� LI� VH[XDO�SURPLV-
cuity stopped tomorrow, the trillions of dollars spent to 
assist poor people would plummet.9

End of the Detour
This detour was longer and bumpier than I would 

have preferred. You have successfully completed your 
ÀUVW�DQG�ODVW� OHVVRQ�LQ�´:LOVRQRPLFVµ�RU�� LI�\RX�SOHDVH��
“blurponomics.” You now know as much as I know 
which isn’t all that much. Congratulations!

The Pope
No Catholic ought to relish the prospect of disagree-

ing with any Successor of Peter, past or present. We are 
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even more reluctant to criticize the words or deeds of 
a pope, which is as it should be. In circumstances like 
the ones we face now, one is tempted to keep quiet and 
pray for him. In this case, though, maintaining silence 
would do more harm to the Church than speaking out, 
assuming that due respect is given to the person of the 
+RO\�)DWKHU�DQG�WKH�RIÀFH�KH�KROGV��$Q\WKLQJ�,�VD\�WKDW�
is critical of what Pope Francis is saying should be re-
garded as constructive criticism or fraternal correction.

Pope Francis the Scold
We usually think of the word scold as a verb. When 

used as a noun, the word scold refers to a person who 
LUULWDWHV� SHRSOH� E\� DOZD\V� ÀQGLQJ� IDXOW� ZLWK� HYHU\-
thing and never praising anything. I think that this 
was the kind of behavior that St. Paul had in mind in 
his letters to the Ephesians and Colossians. How the 
Pope’s critical approach has been received by the lay 
faithful, I offer the following two examples:
(DUOLHU�WKLV�ZHHN��WKH�&DWKROLF�PHQ·V�UHDGLQJ�JURXS�
,·YH�EHHQ�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�GLVFXVVHG�
3RSH�)UDQFLV·�´/DXGDWR�6L·µ��7KHUH�ZHUH�ÀIWHHQ�PHQ�
LQ� DWWHQGDQFH�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKUHH� SULHVWV�� DQG� ZKLOH�
QRW� HYHU\RQH�KDG�EHHQ�DEOH� WR� UHDG� WKH� HQWLUH� HQ-
F\FOLFDO��LW�ZDV�D�OLYHO\�DQG�FRPSHOOLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�
6RPH� ZRQGHUHG� ZK\� WKH� PRUH� WKHRORJLFDO� DQG�
HYDQJHOLVWLF� VHFWLRQV� GLGQ·W� DSSHDU� HDUOLHU� LQ� WKH�
WH[W��DV�WKH\�KDG�LQ�HDUOLHU�GUDIWV���6RPH�TXHVWLRQHG�
WKH� SRSH·V� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� PDUNHWV� DQG� UHODWHG�
PDWWHUV��:KLOH�,�FDQQRW�VSHDN�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�JURXS��
LW�VHHPHG�WR�PH�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�JX\V�ZHUH�PRVW�
GHHSO\�DQQR\HG�E\�WKH�WRQH�DQG�VW\OH�RI�WKH�HQF\F-
OLFDO��'HVFULSWLYHV�VXFK�DV�´K\SHUEROLFµ�DQG�´RYHU�
WKH�WRSµ� DQG� ´VFROGLQJµ� ZHUH� XVHG�� ´+H� UHSHDW-
HGO\�WHOOV�QDWLRQV�DQG�OHDGHUV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�WKDW�
WKH\�RXJKW�WR�GR�WKLV��RXJKW�WR�GR�WKDW��RXJKW�WR�GR��
GR��GR«µ�VDLG�RQH�PDQ��´,W·V�H[KDXVWLQJ�10

The second follows in the same vein��,�ÀUVW�VDZ�LW�DV�D�
link in the preceding example and decided that it should 
be cited as a separate case in point. I can identify with 
the ennui expressed by Mr. Olson and Ms. Scalia.
6R��,·P�QR�ORQJHU�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�´ZKLFK�SRSH�LV�
ZKDWµ� TXHVWLRQ�� ,·P� IUDQNO\� MXVW� WLUHG� RI� IHHOLQJ�
VFROGHG�
,� ORYH�+LV�+ROLQHVV�3RSH�)UDQFLV��EXW� IRU�D�ZKLOH�
QRZ�� ,� KDYH� EHHQ� IHHOLQJ� KDUDQJXHG� E\� KLP�� DV�
KH·V�EHHQ�KDUSLQJ�RQ�XV�WR�GR�PRUH��DQG�HYHU�PRUH��
WR� SUDFWLFH� PHUF\� RQ� WKH� ZRUOG�� WR� ZHOFRPH� WKH�
VWUDQJHU�� WR� FOHDQ� XS� WKH� ULYHUV�� WR� EULQJ� DERXW�
MXVWLFH�DQG�SHDFH�LQ�RXU�WLPH��WR�OHYHO�WKH�SOD\LQJ�
ÀHOGV��YLVLW�WKH�VLFN��DQG�VR�RQ�
7KHVH�DUH��RI�FRXUVH��DOO�YHU\�JRRG�WKLQJV��<RX�FDQ·W�
DUJXH�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�WHOOLQJ�\RX�WR�ORYH�WKH�

SRRU��RU� WR�PDNH�URRP�LQ�\RXU�SHZ�IRU� WKH� WUDQV-
JHQGHUHG��RU�WR�KHOS�SRRU�NLGV�JHW�QHZ�RSSRUWXQL-
WLHV��RU�WR�SD\�D�ZRUNHU�ZKDW�KH�LV�GXH�
%XW�VRPHWLPHV��ZKHQ�,�UHDG�3RSH�)UDQFLV�H[KRUWLQJ�
XV�DJDLQ�DERXW� WKH�SRRU�� RU� WKH� HQYLURQPHQW�� DQG�
XUJLQJ�SHRSOH�RQFH�DJDLQ��WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ��WR�JR�RXW�
LQWR� WKH� ZRUOG� DQG� À[�DOO�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�� EHFDXVH�
-HVXV�ZDQWV�LW��DQG�\HV��,·P�VXUH�-HVXV�GRHV��,�FDQ·W�
KHOS� WKLQNLQJ�� ´EXW� +RO\� )DWKHU�� KDYH�PHUF\�� 'R�
\RX�QRW�NQRZ� WKDW�PDQ\�RI�XV�DUH�DOUHDG\�GRLQJ�
WKH�EHVW�ZH�FDQ"�6RPH�RI�XV�DUH�GRLQJ�DOO�ZH�FDQ�
WR�NHHS�WKH�IDPLO\�WRJHWKHU��NHHS�IRRG�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��
DQG�PD\EH�JR�RXW�WR�D�PRYLH�RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH�11

It would be easy to give other examples. At this point, 
KRZHYHU��,�DP�LQFOLQHG�WR�FXW�3RSH�)UDQFLV�MXVW�D�ELW�RI�
VODFN�� ,Q� WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�� VRPH�RI� WKH�3RSH·V� VWDWHPHQWV�
have been taken out of context or otherwise distorted 
by the media. Second, he has not made any comment 
in English. Thus, we have to rely on translations, occa-
sionally of doubtful accuracy. Finally, as Pope Francis 
refreshingly acknowledged his “great allergy” to eco-
nomic matters, I am willing to wait and see if this repre-
sented a change of heart.

Pope Francis the Economist, Climatologist 
and Social Activist

Pope Francis has made reference to economics and 
“global warming” on many occasions, especially in his 
encyclical Laudato si of May 24, 2015. Right off the bat, I 
should say that I have not read /DXGDWR�VL��Furthermore, 
I have no plans to do so and I am most grateful to two 
friends who relieved me of that burden. 
7KH�ÀUVW� LV�P\�VXFFHVVRU��3KLOLS�*UD\��ZKR�GLG� UHDG�

the entire encyclical and suggested that it was not worth 
my time. The second is Diane Harris, who has posted a 
multi part analysis on the Rochester, NY website, &OHDQV-
LQJ�)LUH� Philip said her comments were “spot on” and 
recommends the series to anyone who seeks a greater 
understanding of Laudato si.

I have already commented on Pope Francis’ observa-
tions about economics and my knowledge of climatology 
is very close to zero. This leaves me with social activism 
ZKLFK� LV� DOVR� D� VXEMHFW� RI�ZKLFK� ,� KDYH� OLPLWHG�NQRZO-
edge; but I am sure of this: In complex matters like clima-
tology, poverty and economic structures, faithful Catho-
lics can in good conscience favor different solutions.. If a 
national episcopal conference or even the Pope himself 
should favor methodologies that we sincerely believe 
would make matters worse, we have the right and the 
duty to say so while observing the conditions set forth in 
canon 212, § 3:
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�NQRZOHGJH��FRPSHWHQFH��DQG�SUHV-
WLJH� ZKLFK� WKH\� SRVVHVV�� WKH\� KDYH� WKH� ULJKW� DQG�
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HYHQ� DW� WLPHV� WKH� GXW\� WR�PDQLIHVW� WR� WKH� VDFUHG�
SDVWRUV�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ�RQ�PDWWHUV�ZKLFK�SHUWDLQ�WR�
WKH�JRRG�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�DQG�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ�
NQRZQ�WR� WKH� UHVW�RI� WKH�&KULVWLDQ� IDLWKIXO��ZLWK-
RXW�SUHMXGLFH�WR�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI� IDLWK�DQG�PRUDOV��
ZLWK�UHYHUHQFH�WRZDUG�WKHLU�SDVWRUV��DQG�DWWHQWLYH�
WR�FRPPRQ�DGYDQWDJH�DQG�WKH�GLJQLW\�RI�SHUVRQV��
Those who exercise the ministry of governance in 

Christ’s Church are obliged to acknowledge and respect 
this right.

The Exclusive Mission of the Lay Faithful 
and the Mission of the St. Joseph Founda-

tion
While matters such as Laudato si or the deliberations 

of the forthcoming Synod of Bishops in themselves 
may be, strictly speaking, beyond the mission of the 
Saint Joseph Foundation, there are canonical issues re-
lated to the mission of the lay faithful that need to be 
mentioned.

• The lay members of Christ’s faithful did not have a 
right to their mission; but once it was assigned to them 
by the Fathers of Vatican II, they do have a right to the 
spiritual support of the Church in pursuing it. In this 
sense, our mission is akin to a canonical privilege, or fa-
vor.12 Although one may not have a right to a privilege in 
WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��RQFH�LW�KDV�EHHQ�JUDQWHG��WKRVH�IRU�ZKRP�
LW�LV�LQWHQGHG�KDYH�D�ULJKW�WR�LWV�EHQHÀWV��,W�PLJKW�EH�DU-
JXHG�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�LPSHGH�WKH�IXOÀOOPHQW�RI�D�PLVVLRQ�
or the exercise of a privilege are acting abusively.

• Canon 225 leaves it to us to determine how we 
DUH� JRLQJ� WR� IXOÀOO� RXU�PLVVLRQ��:H� DUH� IUHH� WR� FKRRVH�
ZKHWKHU�ZH�DFW�DV� LQGLYLGXDOV�RU� MRLQHG�ZLWK�RWKHU� OD\�
Catholics in associations. If we choose the latter, canons 
215 and 216 recognize our right and freedom to form 
DQG�MRLQ�DVVRFLDWLRQV�RQ�RXU�RZQ�LQLWLDWLYH��L�H���ZLWKRXW�
the prior permission of ecclesiastical authorities, albeit 
with some reasonable stipulations. I would also argue 
that the law does not require us to support initiatives, 
including the CCHD, that we believe are harmful or at 
least ineffective.

Furthermore, those who choose not to support such 
initiatives — including diocesan or parish personnel 
— should be free from any coercion to do so. Any such 
coercion is illegitimate and should be challenged to the 
full extent possible. 

• Another issue is related to canon 128, which suc-
cinctly states:   
:KRHYHU�LOOHJLWLPDWHO\�LQÁLFWV�GDPDJH�XSRQ�VRPH-
RQH�E\�D�MXULGLF�DFW�RU�E\�DQ\�RWKHU�DFW�SODFHG�ZLWK�
PDOLFH�RU�QHJOLJHQFH� LV�REOLJHG�WR�UHSDLU�WKH�GDP-
DJH�LQÁLFWHG�

7KLV�FDQRQ�ZDV�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKH�´FLYLOµ��L�H���5RPDQ��
law doctrine known as “abuse of rights.” Under this 
doctrine, one may not exercise one’s rights in a way that 
would harm or impede the legitimate rights of another. I 
admit that I would be standing on pretty thin canonical 
ice if I claimed that any such act would LSVR� IDFWR�sub-
MHFW� HFFOHVLDVWLFDO� DXWKRULWLHV� WR� VDQFWLRQV�� 7KLV� VKRXOG�
not set aside the principle that ecclesiastical authorities 
must act in good faith.

• Perhaps there are some associations that exist or 
might be formed to take up the mission assigned to the 
lay members of Christy’s faithful. I assure you, however, 
that the Saint Joseph Foundation is not one of them. Our 
sole purpose has been and will continue to be providing 
canonical advice and assistance of the highest possible 
quality to faithful Catholics who seek to safeguard and 
defend their rights in the Church. We stand ready to as-
sist individuals or association that are called to perfect 
the temporal order with the spirit of the Gospel. 

Keeping Our Eyes on the Ball
/D\� DSRVWRODWHV� RIWHQ� ÀQG� LW� GLIÀFXOW� WR� GHÀQH� WKHLU�

SXUSRVH�DQG�VRPH�HQFRXQWHU�PRUH�GLIÀFXOWLHV�LQ�WU\LQJ�
to stick to it. There is a never ending parade of band-
ZDJRQV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�QHZ�ULGHUV�WR�MXPS�DERDUG�RU�WUHQG\�
causes that promise to open new sources of public-
ity and revenue I can tell you from personal experience 
WKDW�WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�VXEMHFWHG�WR�UHSHDWHG�FDOOV�
to expand or redirect our mission. Yielding to them is 
called “mission creep.” 

Succumbing to mission creep almost always produces 
two adverse results. First, there are other groups that may 
be able to pursue the new or revised mission more ef-
fectively. Second, the organizations that yield to mission 
creep inevitably perform their original mission less well.  

Over the past 31 years, our work has helped shape 
MXULVSUXGHQFH� LQ� D�QXPEHU�RI� FRQFHUQV�� DQG�RXU�3UHVL-
dent has assured me that we have also helped shape and 
form the opinions of canonists both in this country and 
abroad.   In doing so, we have helped countless individ-
uals and groups who are called to engage the mission 
entrusted to the laity, yet were hindered by illegitimate 
acts perpetrated by priests, bishops, or other members of 
the lay faithful.  We intend to continue our vital mission, 
without change, and pray our efforts will be blessed by 
God to imbue the Church with a true sense of Justice.
$V�D�ÀQDO�WKRXJKW��ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�WKDW�SRSHV�DQG�HSLV-

FRSDO�FRQIHUHQFHV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�PLVVLRQ�FUHHS��
with similar results and furthermore — er,  oh well, nev-
er mind.

Notes
1. http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-

for-human-development/who-we-are.cfm 

http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/who-we-are.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/who-we-are.cfm
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2. There is an organization in San Antonio called 
Communities Organized for Public Service 
(COPS)// Metro Alliance. It has been the recipient 
of CCHD grants in the past. If you peruse the 
organization’s web site (http://www.copsmetro.
com/), you will see that it openly acknowledges 
its Alinsyite roots.

3. See cc. 1740 and 1741, 1983 CIC for details.
4. http://www.amazon.com/dp/1467934925/

ref=rdr_ext_tmb 
5. See Straws in the Wind, No. 1, p. 3 of this issue.
6. See http://247wallst.com/investing/2010/09/09/

the-13-worst-recessions-depressions-and-panics-in-
american-history/3/ 

7. See among others, Roberts, Alasdair (America’s 
)LUVW�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ��(FRQRPLF�&ULVLV� DQG�3ROLWLFDO�
'LVRUGHU� DIWHU� WKH�3DQLF� RI� ����. Ithaca, New York: 
Cornell University Press, 2012. 

8. U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2013 and 2014. http://www.census.gov/hhes/
www/poverty/data/incpovhlth/2013/table4.pdf 

9. Here a link to a site that contains a wealth of 
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