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Clerical [In]Continence
By Charles M. Wilson, MTS

You may remember that the title of the lead article 
in the last issue of Christifidelis was “Irregularity,” by 
Duane Galles.1 He began by explaining that this was a 
canonical and not a medical condition. Now, I need to 
make the same distinction with respect to continence, 
the lack of which is a medical condition. In canon law, 
it “may be defined as abstinence from even the licit 
gratifications of marriage.”2 It does not take a genius 
to figure out that it is this meaning that applies to can-
on 277.

§1. Clerics are obliged 
to observe perfect and 
perpetual continence 
for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven and 
therefore are bound 
to celibacy which is a 
special gift of God by 
which sacred ministers 
can adhere more easily 
to Christ with an un-
divided heart and are 
able to dedicate them-
selves more freely to 
the service of God and 
humanity.
§2. Clerics are to be-
have with due pru-
dence towards persons 
whose company can endanger their obligation to 
observe continence or give rise to scandal among 
the faithful.
§3. The diocesan bishop is competent to establish 
more specific norms concerning this matter and 
to pass judgment in particular cases concerning 
the observance of this obligation.
As we have seen, celibacy means not married while 

continence means abstinence from sexual relations, al-

though they are sometimes treated as interchangeable. 
Whichever term is used, the practice has been linked 
with the sacrament of holy orders since the earliest 
days of the Church.3 In recent years, with the resto-
ration of the permanent diaconate, to which married 
men may be admitted, and the priestly ordination of 
convert clergy, many of whom are married, there has 
been some discussion as to whether the norms of c. 
277, §1 should apply to them.4 I mention this only in 
passing because this article has nothing to do with the 

practice of continence by 
married clerics; it is about 
the non-observation of 
continence by unmarried 
men in holy orders. His-
tory tells us of instances 
of Catholic clergy living 
in concubinage or engag-
ing in other sins against 
the sixth commandment 
involving women; but I 
won’t be talking about 
that either. This article will 
concentrate on the scourge 
of homosexuality among 
members of the clergy. 
This is the latter of “two 
dramatic silences” alluded 
to below by the former Ap-

ostolic Nuncio to the United States, Archbishop Carlo 
Maria Viganò, in his most recent “testimony.”

In the public remonstrances directed at me I have 
noted two omissions, two dramatic silences. The 
first silence regards the plight of the victims. The 
second regards the underlying reason why there 
are so many victims, namely, the corrupting in-
fluence of homosexuality in the priesthood and 
in the hierarchy. As to the first, it is dismaying 
that, amid all the scandals and indignation, so 

IURI CANONICO QUO SIT ECCLESIA DEI FELIX. 
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1. From the Catholic News Agency, November 2, 
2018:
Clergy sex abuse on the rise again, 

and Church leaders are ignoring 
why, sociologist says

By Kevin Jones
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/clergy-sex-
abuse-on-the-rise-again-and-church-leaders-are-ignoring-why-
sociologist-says-47293

After years in decline, Catholic clergy sex 
abuse could be on the rise again, warns a pro-
fessor-priest’s analysis of relevant data.
“The thing we’ve been told about the sex abuse 
is that it is somehow very rare and declined 
to almost nothing today is really not true,” 
Father D. Paul Sullins, a Catholic priest and 
retired Catholic University of America sociol-
ogy professor, told a Nov. 2 press conference.  
“I found that clergy sex abuse did drop to al-
most nothing after 2002, but then it started to 
creep up,” he continued. “It’s been increasing. 
And there are signs that the bishops or the di-
oceses have gotten complacent about that...” 
 Efforts to address clergy abuse must ac-
knowledge both “the recent increase of abuse 
amid growing complacency” and the “very 
strong probability” that the surge in abuse 
in past and present is “a product, at least in 
part, of the past surge and present concen-
tration of homosexual men in the Catholic 
priesthood…” 
He took care to say it is the disproportionate 
presence of homosexual men in the priest-
hood, not the simple presence of any homo-
sexual men, that appears to be the major fac-
tor.

[At least one bishop (Strickland of Tyler TX) favorably 
referred to Fr. Sullins’ study on the floor of the recent 
USCCB meeting in Baltimore and others have praised 
it elsewhere. Nonetheless, I fear that it will suffer the 
same fate as Fr. Rueda’s book. I hope that many of our 
readers will read the whole study and write to their 
bishops urging further study of active homosexuality 
among Catholic clergy. CW]

    

2. From The San Diego Union-Tribune, October 
18, 2018:

Bishop condemns vandalism at 
Hillcrest parish that welcomes 

LGBTQ community
By Karen Kucher

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/public-safety/sd-
me-bishop-statement-20181018-story.html

Bishop Robert McElroy of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of San Diego condemned a recent spate 
of attacks against St. John The Evangelist Catho-
lic Church, a Hillcrest parish that welcomes the 
LGBTQ community, and one of its staff members.
“These vile and reprehensible acts are utterly 
contrary to Catholic teaching and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ,” McElroy said in the statement is-
sued Wednesday. “The hatred that lies behind 
them constitutes a dark and vicious corner in the 
life of our Church that every member of the Cath-
olic community must reject.
“I support and stand in solidarity with the staff 
and community of St. John’s Parish at this mo-
ment.”
Social media posts and articles posted on con-
servative Catholic websites such as LifeSite and 
churchmilitant.com have targeted the parish and 
a staff member at the church who is a gay man in 
a same-sex marriage. An online petition asks for 
signatures supporting his dismissal.

[I went to the website of New Ways Ministry and 
found that St. John the Evangelist was on its list of 
LGBT friendly parishes. There 266 others in the U.S. 
The staff member was a lay administrator. See below 
for additional comment. CW]

    

3. From NBC News, November 18, 2018
How the Catholic ’alt-right’ aims to 

purge LGBTQ members 
from the church

Websites like Church Militant, LifeSite News 
and the Lepanto Institute are ratcheting 
up the rhetoric with personal attacks on 

supporters of gay Catholics.
By Corky Siemaszko

The call for action against the “Forces of Orga-
nized Perversion“ landed in the inboxes of con-

STRAWS IN THE WIND
            

[Straws indicate to us how strong and in which direction the wind is blowing. We are very grateful to the readers who take the 
trouble to send us the parish bulletins, newspaper clippings and other docu ments which make this popular feature possible. — Ed.]

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/clergy-sex-abuse-on-the-rise-again-and-church-leaders-are-ignoring-why-sociologist-says-47293
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/clergy-sex-abuse-on-the-rise-again-and-church-leaders-are-ignoring-why-sociologist-says-47293
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/clergy-sex-abuse-on-the-rise-again-and-church-leaders-are-ignoring-why-sociologist-says-47293
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/public-safety/sd-me-bishop-statement-20181018-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/public-safety/sd-me-bishop-statement-20181018-story.html


3
Christifidelis | Advent, December 2, 2018

servative Roman Catholics across the country just 
before Election Day.
“Have you had enough?” activist Randy En-
gel wrote in a column that first appeared on the 
conservative website RenewAmerica.com. “Or 
will you wait until the Homosexual Collective’s 
hobnail boot is pressed on the neck of your prone 
body or that of your child or grandchild before 
reacting?”
“Cast your vote for God, family, and nation,” she 
wrote.
Many Catholics say they are worried that activ-
ists like Engel are the vanguard of a new offen-
sive by ultra-conservative Catholic groups that 
see the growing acceptance of LGBTQ Catholics 
by Pope Francis and other reformers as a mortal 
threat to their church.
Websites like Church Militant, LifeSite News and 
the Lepanto Institute are ratcheting up the rheto-
ric while replacing polite and prayerful discourse 
with personal attacks on supporters of gay Cath-
olics, they say.
Meanwhile, anti-gay activists have increasingly 
been disrupting gatherings of LGBTQ Catholics 
and their supporters, a phenomenon first report-
ed by the National Catholic Reporter. Just this 
month, a group of Dominican nuns in suburban 
Milwaukee hired security guards to keep more 
than two dozen anti-gay protesters off their prop-
erty where they were hosting a retreat for gay 
clergy.
Fordham University theologian Jason Steidl has 
coined a name for them.
“I call them the ’Catholic alt-right,’” Steidl told 
NBC News. “We haven’t seen anything like this 
before. I think they are part of a bigger cultural 
movement. These people have hitched their wag-
ons to Trump’s presidency, to his tactics.”
“They inject fear, hatred and homophobia into 
religious discourse,” said the Rev. James Martin, 
a Jesuit priest and author of “Building a Bridge: 
How the Catholic Church and the LGBT Com-
munity Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect, 
Compassion and Sensitivity.”
“They use the same tactics as the political alt-
right: lies, personal vilification and demonization 
of minority groups,” he said…
Perhaps one of the most extreme examples of ha-
rassment was endured by Aaron Bianco, a gay 
man married to another man who told the New 
Ways ministry that he resigned from his job at 
a San Diego parish as a pastoral minister after 

more than a year of abuse. He said he received 
death threats, had his tires slashed, got hundreds 
of harassing letters, phone calls and emails, and 
was physically attacked after a Mass.
“They broke into the office/rectory and spray 
painted“ an anti-gay slur on the conference wall, 
he wrote in an email to friends.
The final straw, he said, was when LifeSite News 
and the Lepanto Institute published an article 
about him that included family photos and his 
address. It also called for San Diego Bishop Rob-
ert McElroy to fire Bianco.
“Probably 95 percent of Catholics are fine,“ Bi-
anco said. “The people in my parish are great. 
It’s just these fringe groups that have been able to 
garner so much attention. The problem is no one 
has put them in check.“
Hichborn denied outing Bianco and defended 
their coverage. He wrote that Bianco’s sexuality 
was no secret and “all we did was report those 
public facts.“
“It is just as absurd for the Catholic Church to 
employ active homosexuals as it would be to em-
ploy a practicing witch, a practicing abortionist, a 
Freemason or a Communist,“ he wrote. “Sodomy 
is completely inimical to the most basic teachings 
of the Catholic faith.“
NBC News also reached out the Canada-based 
LifeSite but got no response.
Bianco said McElroy came to his defense and 
then found himself on the receiving end of abuse.

[What appears above is about half the original article; 
but I think it is enough to convince any fair-minded 
person who has any knowledge of Catholic teaching 
on sexual morality that this is nothing more than a 
hit piece — and not a very good one at that! I have not 
read everything that Church Militant, LifeSite News 
and the Lepanto Institute have posted; but I have nev-
er seen anything that could honestly be called hateful 
or seen as condoning violent and abusive tactics. For 
some facts that NBC News chose not to include, see 
the next Straw. CW]

    

4. From LifeSiteNews, October 17, 2018:
Pro-gay US bishop defends diocesan 
employee in same-sex “marriage”

By Michael Hichborn
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-gay-us-bishop-
defends-diocesan-employee-in-same-sex-marriage 

On October 10, LifeSiteNews reported on one 
of the listening sessions held by Bp. McElroy at 
Our Lady of Grace Church in San Diego. During 

http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/engel/181103
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/lgbtq-community-cheers-pope-s-god-made-you-remark-n875991
https://www.ncronline.org/news/justice/animosity-attacks-against-lgbt-catholics-create-toxic-atmosphere
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-gay-us-bishop-defends-diocesan-employee-in-same-sex-marriage
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-gay-us-bishop-defends-diocesan-employee-in-same-sex-marriage
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/i-have-no-faith-in-your-will-or-your-character-abuse-victim-tells-pro-lgbt
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this session, one attendee was chastized because 
of the concern she expressed over «an openly 
homosexual man ‹running the show›» at St. John 
the Evangelist parish. According to LifeSite:
After the woman alleged that the parish of St 
John the Evangelist had an openly homosexual 
man “running the show,“ the Bishop cut her off, 
saying, “Alright, you’ve gone far enough now. 
You’re not going to stand here and disparage an 
employee of the diocese. You can leave if you’re 
going to do that. The other things you can say – 
you cannot attack an employee of the diocese[.] 
... I owe it to the employees of the Archdiocese 
[sic] not to let those calumnies be said.“
In a comment on the article, the woman in ques-
tion said that the guards at the event rushed her 
and tried to haul her out.
The openly homosexual man identified as “run-
ning the show“ at St. John the Evangelist is Aar-
on Bianco. According to a September bulletin for 
the parish, Bianco is the Pastoral Associate and 
runs the Young Adults & Pastoral Outreach min-
istry.
In 2015, Dignity USA quoted from a Wall 
Street Journal article on Facebook (which you 
can access only through a paid subscription), 
indicating that Bp. McElroy was fully aware 
of Bianco›s homosexuality and assured him 
that his diocesan job is secure. Given that Bp. 
McElroy was aware of Bianco›s homosexuality, 
it is unclear what he meant when he said that he 
would not «let those calumnies be said.»
LifeSiteNews, Joseph Sciambra and Church 
Militant have already written extensively about 
Bianco›s pro-homosexual activism and his 
connection to the heretical Call to Action. But 
concerned Catholics from the San Diego diocese 
have contacted the Lepanto Institute claiming 
that Bianco is in a same-sex «marriage…“ 

[Regrettably, there is no room for all the documenta-
tion. For that, you can use the above link. In the full 
article, the author concludes that: “It is clear that 
Bianco is not only an openly practicing homosexual, 
but in a self-admitted homosexual relationship he 
calls a ‘marriage.’“ It’s also clear to me. CW]    

    

5. From LifeSite News, November 21, 2018
INTERVIEW: Cdl. Müller on abuse 

crisis and its link to homosexuality in 
priesthood

By Maike Hickson
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/interview-cdl.-
mueller-on-abuse-crisis-and-its-link-to-homosexuality-in-pr
i?fbclid=IwAR3YCj3SbYXiqQEMe5j9MQDlkPY6nd7_
TBdG18WRurubVTcHNGipPfRTzLA

Cardinal Gerhard Müller, the former Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(2012-2017), has granted LifeSiteNews an inter-
view in which he discusses in depth the prob-
lems of the current clerical sex abuse crisis. 
In this discussion about the abuse crisis, Müller 
does not shy away from pointing out that the 
Church needs to address the problem of prac-
ticed homosexuality in the ranks of the clergy, 
saying that “homosexual conduct of clergymen 
can in no case be tolerated.“
He states, however, that leaders in the Catho-
lic Church still underestimate this problem.  
The prelate states: “That McCarrick, together 
with his clan and a homosexual network, was 
able to wreak havoc in a mafia-like manner in 
the Church is connected with the underestima-
tion of the moral depravity of homosexual acts 
among adults.”
Cardinal Müller also challenges the Vatican for 
its lack of earnest investigations — early on — 
into the rumors concerning McCarrick, saying 
that a public apology is needed. He writes that 
“there should very clearly come out a public ex-
planation about these events and the personal 
connections, as well as the question as to how 
much the involved Church authorities knew at 
each step; such an explanation could very well 
include an admission of a wrong assessment of 
persons and situations.”
Cardinal Müller criticizes as a “disastrous error” 
the changes in Canon Law that have been made 
in the 1983 Code of Canon Law which, when 
dealing with priestly offenses against the Sixth 
Commandment, does not even mention homo-
sexuality as an offense anymore, and which con-
tains a less rigorous set of penalties against any 
abuser priests. 

[Read the full interview. It’s well worth your 
time and explains a lot. CW]

http://www.sjesandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/412250.092318.pdf
http://www.sjesandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/412250.092318.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/DignityUSA/posts/a-good-bishop-mcelroy-of-san-diego-our-colleague-aaron-bianco-of-call-to-action-/944718535569907/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/san-diego-bishop-praises-pro-gay-parish-for-being-welcoming
http://josephsciambra.com/call-to-action-operative-heads-lgbt-ministry-in-diocese-of-san-diego/
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/homosexualist-cabal-persecutes-faithful-san-diego-catholics
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/homosexualist-cabal-persecutes-faithful-san-diego-catholics
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/interview-cdl.-mueller-on-abuse-crisis-and-its-link-to-homosexuality-in-pri?fbclid=IwAR3YCj3SbYXiqQEMe5j9MQDlkPY6nd7_TBdG18WRurubVTcHNGipPfRTzLA
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/interview-cdl.-mueller-on-abuse-crisis-and-its-link-to-homosexuality-in-pri?fbclid=IwAR3YCj3SbYXiqQEMe5j9MQDlkPY6nd7_TBdG18WRurubVTcHNGipPfRTzLA
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/interview-cdl.-mueller-on-abuse-crisis-and-its-link-to-homosexuality-in-pri?fbclid=IwAR3YCj3SbYXiqQEMe5j9MQDlkPY6nd7_TBdG18WRurubVTcHNGipPfRTzLA
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/interview-cdl.-mueller-on-abuse-crisis-and-its-link-to-homosexuality-in-pri?fbclid=IwAR3YCj3SbYXiqQEMe5j9MQDlkPY6nd7_TBdG18WRurubVTcHNGipPfRTzLA
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to help you stand true to our Lord and the faith. Please 
use your Reply form or contact the Foundation at the 
above address. I thank you in advance. Chuck Wilson

  
I tried to make it clear that in the lead article I was 

talking only about active homosexuals. This does not 
mean that I favor admitting men with this tendency 
but lead chaste lives to formation programs. It is a 
separate and more complex issue. Perhaps it will be 
the subject of a future article by someone who has the 
background to discuss it. Chuck Wilson

  
In this time of terrible crisis in the Church, we all 

are confused about our obligations toward Church 
leaders who are not teaching the true faith in all its 
fullness and are permitting (or promoting) heterodox 
ideas. Philip is working on a paper that I think will 
provide some much needed clarification. As soon as it 
is finished, you can be sure that it will be available to 
our friends and supporter. Chuck Wilson

  
Our Board of Directors and staff join us in wishing 

you and yours a blessed and spiritually fruitful Ad-
vent. Philip Gray and Chuck Wilson

It has been a busy month for me. There have been 
several important cases and I have spent more time on 
the road than I normally do this time of year. Please 
see the enclosed letter for more information about our 
activities. Philip Gray

  
With Philip otherwise occupied, please indulge me 

while I grab the extra space and talk a little bit about 
Christifidelis. If you include its predecessor publication, 
Fidelitatis, in the timeline, Christifidelis is two years old-
er than the Saint Joseph Foundation.

Back in 1982, the Internet and social media as we 
know them today did not exist. The term newsletter 
described Christifidelis better then than it does now 
because there was not the huge number of sites that 
now report events and trends in the Church as they 
happen, so it doesn’t make much sense for us to report 
on such things when our readers have known about 
them for weeks. “That is why Straws in the Wind” has 
morphed from reporting on trends to using news sto-
ries to support the lead article.

One thing that has remained constant over the 
years is that, aside from the time and money it takes to 
publish Christifidelis, all our resources are devoted to 
providing canonical advice and assistance to faithful 
Catholics. Due to our strict policies of confidentiality, 
we rarely discuss actual cases in Christifidelis. The lead 
articles attempt to provide general information about 
canon law that will assist them in understanding their 
rights in the Church. The current crisis in ecclesiasti-
cal leadership means that this will continue during the 
lifetime of all but our youngest readers.

It would be a great help to me if you would let me 
know how you think Christifidelis might be improved 

Lord God, may we, 
your people, 

who look forward to 
the birthday of Christ 

experience the 
joy of salvation and 

celebrate that feast with 
love and thanksgiving. 

We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen.
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continued from page 1
little thought should be given to those damaged 
by the sexual predations of those commissioned 
as ministers of the gospel. This is not a matter of 
settling scores or sulking over the vicissitudes of 
ecclesiastical careers. It is not a matter of poli-
tics. It is not a matter of how church historians 
may evaluate this or that papacy. This is about 
souls. Many souls have been and are even now 
imperiled of their eternal salvation.
As to the second silence, this very grave crisis 
cannot be properly addressed and resolved unless 
and until we call things by their true names. This 
is a crisis due to the scourge of homosexuality, 
in its agents, in its motives, in its resistance to 
reform. It is no exaggeration to say that homo-
sexuality has become a plague in the clergy, and 
it can only be eradicated with spiritual weap-
ons. It is an enormous hypocrisy to condemn the 
abuser, claim to weep for the victims, and yet re-
fuse to denounce the root cause of so much sexual 
abuse: homosexuality. It is hypocrisy to refuse to 
acknowledge that this scourge is due to a serious 
crisis in the spiritual life of the clergy and to fail 
to take the steps necessary to remedy it.5

This is the best description that I have seen of the 
present crisis in the Church. Archbishop Vigano is 
right on the mark when he mentions the peril of souls. 
While the crisis should be addressed by spiritual 
means, we can at the same time recall the last words of 
the last canon of the Code of Canon Law: “The salva-
tion of souls is the supreme law of the Church.”

Just how bad is it?
We might disagree on the extent of canonical “in-

continence” among priests and bishops. My person-
al view is that the percentage of active homosexuals 
among them is considerably larger than it is for lay 
Catholic males. But there is one thing that is sure; the 
problem is not new. Saint Peter Damien wrote about it 
a thousand years ago and what he said was remark-
ably similar to what Archbishop Vigano is saying to-
day.

In a rebuke against the 11th century equivalent 
of covering up scandals of sexual misbehavior, 
Damian blames lax ecclesiastical superiors for 
their “silence” with regard to clerical sodomy, 
and regards them as sharing in the guilt of those 
under their authority. “Undoubtedly, those who 
turn a blind eye to the sins of their subjects 
that they are obligated to correct, also grant to 
their subjects a license to sin through their ill-
considered silence,” writes Damian, later adding 
that he would rather be persecuted than to fail 

to speak out: “Indeed, I prefer to be thrown 
innocent into a well with Joseph, who accused 
his brothers of the worst of crimes to their father, 
than to be punished by the retribution of divine 
fury with [the high priest] Eli, who saw the evil 
of his children and was silent.”6

My own knowledge of homosexuality in the 
Church was pretty sketchy until the Saint Joseph 
Foundation was formed in 1984. It was then that I 
began hearing from good priests who were concerned 
about disproportionate influence wielded by 
homosexuals in their dioceses. Some months before 
the Foundation was incorporated, I joined an informal 
coalition of orthodox Catholic organizations meeting 
in Washington DC under the auspices of the Free 
Congress Foundation, which was launched in 1977 
by the late Paul Weyrich. Among the attendees was 
a priest from New York who had been a seminarian 
in Cuba when Fidel Castro took over. After being 
imprisoned by the Castro regime, he made his way 
to the United States and was ordained by Cardinal 
Terence Cooke. His name was Fr. Enrique T. Rueda 
(1939-2009).

Soon after I first met him, Fr. Rueda told me that he 
was writing a book about the homosexual movement 
in this country and that it would be thoroughly 
documented by inside information. He explained that 
he attended a meeting of homosexual activists and 
afterward introduced himself to the person in charge, 
saying truthfully: “My name is Enrique Rueda, I am 
a writer and I’m interested in your struggle. Please 
tell me more.” Eventually, he was given full access 
to the organization’s files and other resources which 
provided documentation for his book, published 
under the title, The Homosexual Network: Private 
Lives and Public Policy. The book is out of print: but 
there is a used paperback version that you can buy for 
$5,000!7

No one in official Church circles or the secular news 
media paid any attention to the warnings given by Fr. 
Rueda. In 2002, Connie Marshner, his friend and col-
league at the Free Congress Foundation, wrote an “I 
told you so” article, which included the following.

The book had 522 footnoted pages of text, with 
another 160 pages of appendices and indexes. It 
not only analyzed the ideology of homosexual-
ity, but it documented the spread of that ideology 
through religious organizations, including the 
Catholic Church, and traced the funding of it…
In the book, Fr. Rueda detailed — with meticu-
lous footnotes — what, already then, was the 
growing network of “support groups,” counseling 
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continued on page 8

referrals, newsletters, and organizations of ho-
mosexuals and pro-homosexuals in the church-
es of the United States, including the Catholic 
Church.8

Fr. Rueda gave me my first insight into the gravity 
of the problem of homosexualism in the Church. Since 
then, nothing in my research or practical experience 
has alleviated my growing sense that what Archbish-
op Vigano rightly called a scourge will not be allevi-
ated without divine intervention, which is why prayer 
and sacrifices are so essential. 

Recent revelations have made it clear that the situ-
ation is beyond bad and is getting worse. I would 
hesitate to say precisely how bad it is because I could 
not find any data on the current percentage of homo-
sexuals in the priesthood and the episcopacy. Accord-
ing to one recent study (See Straw One.), it was 16% in 
the 1990’s, which is about eight times that of all adult 
males and I doubt that it has decreased over the past 
twenty five years.

If there is any ray of hope, it is the fact that the re-
cent revelations have opened the problem for discus-
sion. As for anything being done about it, I’m not 
holding my breath.

Prior to 1983, there were canonical means that could 
have been used to address the problem. One was to 
prevent the ordination of homosexual candidates or 
to impede the exercise of ministry by those who had 
been ordained. The other was to use the canonical pe-
nal process to deal with those accused of violation of 
their obligations to observe continence. The applica-
tion of each under current law will be discussed below.

Irregularities and Impediments
The Church has always sought to exclude the un-

worthy from the exercise of ministry. As St. Paul wrote 
to Timothy: 

It behoveth therefore a bishop to be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, sober, prudent, of good 
behaviour, chaste, given to hospitality, a teacher,

1 Timothy 3:2 (Douay Reims)
These qualities set forth by St. Paul define the basic 

standards that a candidate for ministry must display. 
Over time, one lacking any of these traits would be 
confronted by the laws concerning infamy, which Dr. 
Galles defined in the last issue: 

Infamy was loss of reputation in law. It was 
incurred by law in a number of cases of serious 
delict or it might be imposed as a penalty by de-
clarative sentence. In the former case it was in-
curred by heresy, schism, apostasy, dueling, rape, 
sodomy, or laying violent hands on the pope, car-
dinals or papal legates.9

Thus, under previous canon law, sodomy made one 
irregular for ordination or impeded from the exercise 
of orders already received.10 All this changed with the 
1983 Code of Canon Law. The number of irregularities 
was reduced by c. 1041 to six and infamy is no longer 
among them.

There are surely those whose knowledge of the law 
is far greater than mine. They might refute my conclu-
sion; but I do not see how a person who has commit-
ted sodomy could be considered irregular under the 
present law. A faithful and conscientious bishop still 
might prevent an active homosexual from receiving 
holy orders by invoking canon 1052, §3

If, all these notwithstanding, the bishop 
doubts for specific reasons whether a candi-
date is suitable to receive orders, he is not to 
promote him.
Regrettably, it appears that such bishops are in very 

short supply these days. Similarly, if one of those few 
discovered that there were active homosexuals among 
the priests of his diocese, he could not declare them 
impeded from the exercise of orders received. As I see 
it, his only canonical option would be to invoke a pe-
nal process.

Penalties
There are canonists who say that penalties might 

not be the best way to deal with homosexual behavior 
on the part of clerics. In some cases this might be true; 
but if an offender remains unrepentant and contin-
ues in his sinful behavior; a conscientious bishop may 
have no alternative. Canon 1395 does provide for an 
offender to be suspended and, eventually, dismissed 
from the clerical state.

§1. A cleric who lives in concubinage… and a 
cleric who persists with scandal in another ex-
ternal sin against the sixth commandment of the 
Decalogue is to be punished by a suspension. If 
he persists in the delict after a warning, other 
penalties can gradually be added, including dis-
missal from the clerical state.
§2. A cleric who in another way has committed 
an offense against the sixth commandment of the 
Decalogue, if the delict was committed by force 
or threats or publicly or with a minor below 
the age of sixteen years, is to be punished with 
just penalties, not excluding dismissal from the 
clerical state if the case so warrants.
Notice that homosexual acts and other forms of 

sexual immorality are not expressly cited as crimes. 
The corresponding statute in the 1917 Code was canon 
2359, which is much more specific



8
Christifidelis | Advent, December 2, 2018
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If [clerics] engage in a delict against the sixth 
precept of the Decalogue with a minor below the 
age of sixteen, or engage in adultery, debauchery, 
bestiality, sodomy, pandering, [or] incest with 
blood-relatives or affines in the first degree, they 
are suspended, declared infamous, and are de-
prived of any office, benefice, dignity, responsi-
bility, if they have such, whatsoever, and in more 
serious cases, they are to be deposed.11

Soon after the previous issue of Christifidelis was 
published, I began to think about the lead article for 
this issue and decided that the widespread problem of 
homosexual behavior by clerics with consenting adults 
would be the theme. In doing research, I discovered 
that canonical remedies were considerably more dif-
ficult under the present law than the 1917 version; but 
it was difficult finding any commentary by qualified 
canonists. Then, without realizing it at the time, Dr. Ed 
Peters solved my problems by posting the following 
on his excellent blog, “In the Light of the Law:”

Currently the only forms of clerical sexual mis-
conduct involving adults that are identified as 
canonical crimes (see Canon 1395) are those com-
mitted: “by force” (seldom alleged and difficult 
to prove); with “threats” (not commonly alleged, 
but perhaps more frequent than is realized); or 
“publicly” (itself a controverted term in canon 
law, but, as a practical matter, given cultural mo-
res concerning sexual activity, rather seldom 
engaged in—the two Chicago-based priests 
recently arrested in Miami being exceptions that 
prove the rule)…
Whatever factors led to the effective de-crim-
inalization of most consensual clerical sexual 
misconduct with adults under the 1983 Code (a 
variety of factors both sinister and benign were 
probably involved), the fact is that, for example, 
two clerics performing homosexual acts on each 
other, a married deacon committing adultery 
against his wife, a pastor having a ‘one-night 
stand’ with a female member of the parish coun-
cil, and a dozen other gravely sinful and seriously 
scandalizing behaviors besides, are not expressly 
recognized as crimes under current canon law.12

A bishop can remove a priest from ministry for ho-
mosexual behavior and I have seen recent reports of 
diocesan bishops doing exactly that in Fresno CA and 
Springfield IL13 I can recall other similar incidents, al-
though they have been relatively rare.

Closing Comments
Some forty years ago I attended a talk given by the 

late Charlie Rice, professor of law at Notre Dame Law 

School. The subject was the contraceptive mentality 
and his main point was that Humanae vitae had reaf-
firmed the venerable teaching that the unitative and 
procreative function of human sexual activity could 
not be separated. Otherwise, sex for pleasure alone was 
permissible. If this were true, then sex between unmar-
ried persons, homosexuals, etc. could not be considered 
as immoral. Secular society (including many Catholics) 
has embraced this notion with great enthusiasm and 
we can see the results all around us.

Until recently, the views of both church and secu-
lar society on homosexual behavior were roughly the 
same. Now the view of society is that such activity 
is normal for all those attracted to it and those who 
disagree may, at the very least, be accused of “hate 
speech.” It is not hard to imagine that fines and im-
prisonment will soon follow if they are not already 
here in some places. Under such conditions, how the 
Church may be cleansed of homosexualism remains to 
be seen.
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Dear Friends,

“Grace to you, and peace from Him Who was, Who is, and Who is to come” (Rev. 1:4).

[G]reat distress shall be upon the earth and wrath upon this people they will fall by 
the edge of the sword, and be led captive among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trod-
den down by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress of nations 
in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting with fear and with fore-
boding of what is coming on the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And 
then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when 
these things begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near (Lk. 21:23-28).

So ended the Gospel reading for the First Sunday of Advent.  This season of lighting wreath candles and 
thinking joyful thoughts begins with a reminder that we are living in the end times.  The Church has taught this 
for almost two thousand years.  Pick up a newspaper, watch the television, or listen to news on the radio.  There 
is definitely distress of the nations and the powers of heaven are shaken.  And, what about your personal lives?  
What’s happening in your parish or diocese?  Over the past four months, I have travelled to Alaska, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Fort Worth, Texas, Delaware, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  In each place, we have clients suffering.  For 
some, their issues are easily remedied with broader dialogue and more focused discussion with their pastors or 
bishops.  For others, they are ignored or steamrolled or both.  The greater the difficulty they face, the greater the 
chance that they will fall into hopelessness.  I rarely meet someone who is actually in despair; but I often meet 
people who have no hope for justice in the Church.  Their encounters with ecclesiastical authorities discourage 
any hope for a positive outcome of their situation.  Quite frankly, with many of the experiences I have had, it’s 
hard to argue with their feelings.  But I do.

By our baptism, we are made children of God.  We are princes and princesses.  We are given the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  This power is completed and strengthened by the Sacrament of Confirmation.  This power is 
a gift from God, and our status as His children is also a gift; a gift that no one can take from us.  Sometimes, 
because of the darkness and gloom surrounding us, we forget who we are and the dignity we possess.  Some-
times, when a shepherd becomes a wolf, the confusion and fear blind us, and we forget the power we are given.  
Jesus’ words in Luke 21:28 help us remember.  “Now when these things begin to take place, look up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

I believe that is the message from the Gospel.  The message was not just about all the bad things that will 
happen, but about how we are to respond.  We respond with faith; with our head up and hope in our hearts.  
And, that is message of Advent.  The end is drawing near.  Raise your heads and look to the Light and take 
hope, “because your redemption is drawing near.”  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who walked in 
the valley and shadow of death, a great light has shone (Is. 9:2).



My family and I begin our Advent devotions with these words from Isaiah.  They help me remember to 
keep my head up in these difficult times we live in.

And all of you, our faithful friends and donors, give my hope.  When I travel and hear the horrible stories 
people tell, and when I hear their anguish, I bring them hope.  I have heard it said many times, “You have given 
us hope again.”  I reply, “Thanks to God, but it’s not just me.”  I tell them about you, and how we cannot do 
our work without the loyalty of our friends and donors.  And, I tell them that without your prayers, our work 
is fruitless.  When I tell them that hundreds of people they don’t know are praying for them, it does give them 
hope.  And, when I remind myself that you are praying for me, it gives me the strength to get on the next plane 
or drive the next 300 miles.

Thank you!  From all those we serve, thank you!  And from my staff and me, thank you!

As we close this year, I have begun my usual review of the apostolate.  At no time were we in danger of not 
paying our bills, so I was reluctant to ask for money.  I also knew the end of the year was coming and many of 
you make your donations in December; but I also want to be transparent with our donors to where we stand.

Although our mailing list has not shrunk this past year, the number of people donating has dropped by 200.  
And, the average annual donation has dropped by about $20.00.  There has not been a sudden drop in income, 
but something that has accumulated since about April.  Essentially, the usual summer dry spell of donations 
never stopped drying up.  The loss in income was absorbed by our sharing of expenses with CUF, but it has left 
us with no cushion in our annual budget at the end of the year.  We will close the year in the black if donations 
remain at their current pace, but it will be close.  If you have not donated this year, and are in a position to do 
so at the end of the year, please think about us.  Whether you can make a financial donation or not, please think 
about us in your prayers.  We ending the year with a generous overflow of grace, and that is to your credit.

Our case numbers seem to have stabilized for now.  We continue to receive about three inquiries each week.  
Most of these never turn into active cases.  For now, the number of new active cases opened is pretty close to 
the number of active cases we are able to close from month-to-month.  What does that mean?  It means when 
our active cases had reached the highest point in our history, we reached equilibrium.  Currently, we are main-
taining about 15 - 20 more active cases than a usual law office would handle with the same number of staff.  
So, your prayers are very much appreciated.

I have continued to advertise for a canon lawyer, and none have applied.  There is still hope.  I learned 
today (Chuck will find out when he reads this letter) that EWTN has invited me to appear on EWTN Live on 
January 30, 2019.  I will be talking with Father Mitch about why it is important to use canon law to resolve 
differences in the Church.  Mark your calendars.  Maybe that will encourage a canon lawyer to respond to my 
advertisements.  As this opportunity develops, I’ll be able to provide more information.

As I close my last letter to you in 2018, I want to leave you with a heartfelt thank you.  This past year, my 
little brother died and we celebrated the first anniversary of my father’s death.  Many of you remember that 
event.  In addition to the encouragement you have given me to continue the work of the Saint Joseph Founda-
tion, you have also sent me personal notes and well-wishes to encourage my personal life of faith.  I am so 
grateful.  As difficult as this year has been at times, I know it has been difficult for many of you too.  I am 
grateful to share in your trials and your joys; and grateful that you share mine.

May this Advent Season be a time of Light and Grace, and may your Christmas be filled with the Peace of 
the Christ Child.  God bless you all.

       Peace,

       Philip C. L. Gray
       President


