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IURI CANONICO QUO SIT ECCLESIA DEI FELIX. 

Dear Friends,
“Grace to you, and peace from Him Who is, Who 

was, and Who is to come” (Rev. 1:4).
In the past, the Christmastide issue of Christifidelis 

has provided a status report on The Saint Joseph Foun-
dation (Foundation). Because of circumstances in the 
office, I decided it was best to provide the update at 
the turn of the year when I was able to obtain the most 
accurate statistics for 2020. I will address the elements 
of this update under five general categories: 1. Cases, 
2. Staff/Infrastructure, 3. Finances, 4. Projects, and 5. 
Planning. Before launching into the report, I would 
like to offer some preliminary comments.

First and foremost, thank you to each and every one 
of you who supported the Foundation morally, spiri-
tually, and financially through 2020. It was a difficult 
year in many respects, but your support never wa-
vered. We received a large number of notes offering 
words of encouragement, assuring us of prayers and 
Masses offered on our behalf, and donations were suf-
ficient enough that I did not worry. Some non-profits 
have a handful of large donors that provide financial 
security for the non-profit. The Foundation has never 
had this. It was built and is sustained by a large num-
ber of dedicated Catholics who value the ministry of 
justice in the Church. Your strong support at every 
level allowed us to focus on our mission and the needs 
of our clients. Thank you!

As you may remember, in the 2017 Christmastide is-
sue of Christifidelis, Chuck Wilson wrote about retire-
ment struggles with his personal health and that of 
Terry, his wife. In the more recent past, he has shared 
about selling their home and the two moving into an 
assisted living facility. Most recently, Chuck suffered 
a bout of pneumonia but is recovering well. Through-
out the year, many of you sent him well-wishes and 
prayers. On his behalf, thank you. 

On my own behalf, I thank you for the support 
you have shown Terry and Chuck. Many times, he 
has praised the successful transition from his original 
founding and leadership to my work as the second 
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President of the Foundation. Such transitions are not 
so easy for many Catholic apostolates. For my part, I 
credit Chuck and Terry for the smooth transition. They 
founded and built an apostolate with a clear focus 
and they did not stray from that focus. They contin-
ually sacrificed their own well-being and comfort so 
the mission of the Foundation would continue. They 
continue to do so today. I consider them good friends. 
Anything done for them is a joy to me. Please contin-
ue to keep them in prayer and know that any letter 
or message addressed to them is forwarded directly to 
them. Again, thank you!

In the remainder of this article, I will first offer a 
summary of each category listed. That summary will 
be in italics. The remainder of each section will be a 
more detailed explanation that gives context to the 
update. If you wish to read the raw facts, you can go 
from italics section to italics section. If you want a 
more thorough explanation, get a cup of your favorite 
beverage and continue reading.

Cases
Assisting the Faithful in the vindication of their rights 

under Canon Law is the primary mission of the Foundation. 
As such, our clients are of vital importance. Assisting them 
is how we fulfill our mission.

In 2020, the Foundation experienced its seventh consecu-
tive year of increases in open cases. We experienced a 10% in-
crease from 2019 with 83 active cases, five consultation cases 
and 135 appeals drafted. Despite the increased number of ac-
tive cases, we experienced a 26% drop in inquiries. Five years 
ago, those numbers were half what we experience today. 

When we receive an initial inquiry, we respond with 
a request for more information. We send prospective 
clients a five-question request form and ask that they 
attach all relevant documents to the submission. When 
we receive the material back from the inquirer, we open 
a file and begin a process of evaluation. Oftentimes we 
complete the evaluation in house, but we do have a 
few canon lawyers who are willing to complete anony-
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Reports, Rumors,
Ramblings and

Ravings
The staff of The Saint Joseph Foundation and Catholics 

United for the Faith will begin a 33-day preparation to re-
consecrate the sister apostolates, their staff, members, cli-
ents, and donors to St. Joseph. We will be following the pro-
gram outlined by Fr. Donald H. Calloway, MIC in his book, 
Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual 
Father. The book offers a daily meditation based on the ti-
tles of St. Joseph found in his Litany, as well as chapters 
on the 10 wonders of St. Joseph, and prayers and devotions 
to this beloved saint. For those wishing to participate, the 
Foundation’s reconsecration prayers will begin on February 
15th and culminate on March 19th, the Solemnity of St. Jo-
seph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary. If you are not 
able to make the consecration simultaneous with us, there 
are five other feast days suggested on which to make the 
consecration in 2021!  Or, just make the consecration when 
convenient for you.  If you wish to use the consecration pro-
gram outlined by Fr. Calloway, you can obtain more infor-
mation or buy a copy of the book by visiting www.Conse-
crationToStJoseph.org. If you wish to make your own con-
secration, The Saint Joseph Foundation has new holy cards 
with a consecration prayer to St. Joseph taken from the 1910 
Raccolta.  It’s enclosed with this issue of Christifidelis.  TV

  

  
Memorare to St. Joseph

Remember, most pure spouse of Mary ever 
Virgin, my loving protector St. Joseph, that never 

has it been heard that anyone invoked your 
protection or besought your aid without being 
consoled. In this confidence I come before you; 
I fervently recommend myself to you. Despise 

not my prayer, foster father of the Redeemer, but 
graciously deign to hear it. Amen.

We are immensely grateful for each and every donation we re-
ceive. Read below to learn about ways to financially support our 
mission of justice in the Church that you may not have considered:
Check/Cash Donations: By far the most common donation 
type, and the least expensive for us to process. We are grate-
ful for all checks received.
One Time Credit Card Donations: You can provide your 
credit card information by phone or mail for our staff to 
process or visit www.stjosephcanonlaw.com to give online. 
Please keep in mind, when a credit card is processed, the 
Foundation is charged 4% of the donation in fees.
Automatic Recurring Donation: This is a convenient way 
to give that is growing in popularity. We arrange with our 
secure third-party provider for an automatic donation to 
be made with your credit card in any amount you choose. 
While most donors arrange their donations monthly or 
quarterly, we can schedule your gifts in whatever way is 
most convenient for you. If you would like to set up an au-
tomatic recurring donation, please call and ask for Barbara.
Committee of 1000: Committee members pledge a dona-
tion amount to be paid in an interval of their choosing. We 
provide timely reminders through the mail for those who 
would like them. Because this is a pledge, we understand 
when circumstances do not allow the donation to be given 
at a particular time. To join the Committee, please fill out 
the PLEDGES section of your Christifidelis reply form. 

Just over 10% of our donors are either a member of the Com-
mittee of 1000 or make automatic recurring donations. Please 
consider one of these two options. They help us better plan for our 
needs, especially during the donation “dry spells” that occur ev-
ery Spring and Summer. 
Securities: On occasion, someone will donate stocks to the 
Foundation. We do have a securities account and can re-
ceive these donations readily. If you would like to make a 
securities donation, please contact our office to obtain the 
necessary information.
Corporate Donations: As a 501(c)3 organization, the Saint 
Joseph Foundation is eligible to receive monies from the 
charitable giving programs of many for-profit companies. 
For example, Charity Mobile and AmazonSmile will donate 
a portion of your bill payments to the Foundation if you di-
rect them to do so. The Foundation also qualifies to receive 
matching donations from many corporations that provide 
this benefit to their employees. A small portion of the Foun-
dation’s income comes from these sources. Please explore 
these possibilities with your employer or service providers. 
It allows you to direct donations to us from corporate spon-
sors without affecting your usable income.
Bequests and Memorial Donations: We are so grateful to 
those supporters of the Foundation who remember our 
work in their wills. The generosity and foresight of a small 
few have provided a boon to our efforts either with be-
quests or requests that donations be made to the Founda-
tion in their memory. I pray that the prayers and Masses we 
offer for these donors provide comfort to their families and 
spiritual aid to their souls. If you haven’t already, please 
consider these means of leaving a legacy that will continue 
to serve the Church.
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UPDATED: US bishops release 
prepared statement on Biden 

inauguration
By CNA Staff; Washington D.C., Jan 20, 2021 

…Although it was expected to be released at 9 
a.m. Eastern time Wednesday, the statement was 
not published by the bishops’ conference at that 
time. According to The Pillar, Vatican Secretariat 
of State officials stepped in to prevent its publica-
tion….
“Our commitments on issues of human sexuality 
and the family, as with our commitments in every 
other area — such as abolishing the death penalty 
or seeking a health care system and economy that 
truly serves the human person — are guided by 
Christ’s great commandment to love and to stand 
in solidarity with our brothers and sisters, espe-
cially the most vulnerable,” Archbishop Jose Go-
mez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, said in the statement….
Gomez stressed that the role of the Catholic bish-
ops is not to endorse parties or candidates, but to 
offer principles that can guide consciences….
At the same time, he said, “our new President 
has pledged to pursue certain policies that would 
advance moral evils and threaten human life and 
dignity, most seriously in the areas of abortion, 
contraception, marriage, and gender. Of deep con-
cern is the liberty of the Church and the freedom 
of believers to live according to their consciences.”
Stressing that the bishops must preach the truth 
of the Gospel even when doing so is unpopular, 
Gomez said that the issue of abortion merits spe-
cial attention as a grave evil in society. 
“For the nation’s bishops, the continued injustice 
of abortion remains the ‘preeminent priority’,” 
he said, adding that “preeminent does not mean 
‘only’,” and there are a wide variety of challenges 
and threats to human dignity facing the country 
today.”
“Abortion is a direct attack on life that also 
wounds the woman and undermines the family,” 
he said. “It is not only a private matter, it raises 

troubling and fundamental questions of fraterni-
ty, solidarity, and inclusion in the human commu-
nity. It is also a matter of social justice. We can-
not ignore the reality that abortion rates are much 
higher among the poor and minorities, and that 
the procedure is regularly used to eliminate chil-
dren who would be born with disabilities.”…
“My hope, too, is that we can work together to 
finally put in place a coherent family policy in 
this country, one that acknowledges the crucial 
importance of strong marriages and parenting 
to the well-being of children and the stability of 
communities,” the archbishop said. “If the Presi-
dent, with full respect for the Church’s religious 
freedom, were to engage in this conversation, it 
would go a long way toward restoring the civil 
balance and healing our country’s needs.”…

Excerpted from: https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
news/us-bishops-offer-prayers-pledge-to-engage-with-
biden-administration-49655.

Hold that thought…..

    

In rare rebuke, Cardinal Cupich 
criticizes USCCB president’s letter 

to President Biden
Michael J. O’Loughlin

America Magazine | The Jesuit Review, Jan. 20, 2021
In a rare public rebuke of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops from one of its members, Cardi-
nal Blase Cupich joined with an unnamed senior 
Vatican official in taking issue with a stinging 
statement released earlier today from the presi-
dent of the bishops’ conference aimed at Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s views on abortion.
“Today, the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops issued an ill-considered statement on the 
day of President Biden’s inauguration,” Cardinal 
Cupich said in one of two statements he released 
today. “Aside from the fact that there is seeming-
ly no precedent for doing so, the statement, criti-
cal of President Biden came as a surprise to many 
bishops, who received it just hours before it was 
released.”

STRAWS IN THE WIND
            

[Straws indicate to us how strong and in which direction the wind is blowing. We are very grateful to the readers who take the 
trouble to send us the parish bulletins, newspaper clippings and other docu ments which make this popular feature possible. — Ed.]
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At issue is a statement issued shortly after Mr. 
Biden was sworn in as the nation’s 46th president 
and signed by Archbishop Jose Gomez, president 
of the U.S.C.C.B. Archbishop Gomez wished the 
new president well, but he also used strong lan-
guage in an unusually lengthy statement to con-
demn the nation’s second Catholic president’s 
support for abortion rights….
Cardinal Cupich, a key U.S. ally of Pope Fran-
cis, said that the statement was drafted without 
input from the conference’s administrative com-
mittee, “a collegial consultation that is [the] nor-
mal course for statements that represent and en-
joy the considered endorsement of the American 
bishops.” 
“The internal institutional failures involved must 
be addressed, and I look forward to contributing 
to all efforts to that end, so that, inspired by the 
Gospel, we can build up the unity of the Church, 
and together take up the work of healing our na-
tion in this moment of crisis,” Cardinal Cupich 
concluded. 
(In a separate statement, Cardinal Cupich wished 
President Biden and Vice President Harris well, 
saying, “The new administration begins in a time 
of global pandemic, economic peril and deep di-
vision, when millions of our brothers and sisters 
have been brought low by illness, poverty and 
racism. We pray that the way forward will be in-
spired, as the Holy Father asked, by dreaming to-
gether.”)…
A senior Vatican official called Archbishop Go-
mez’s statement “most unfortunate” and feared 
it could “create even greater divisions within the 
church in the United States,” America reported 
Wednesday.
Excerpted from: https://www.americamagazine.org/
politics-society/2021/01/20/biden-cupich-gomez-bish-
ops-239779.

The Cardinal’s words speak for themselves.  Stay 
tuned, folks.

    

Archbishop Cordileone: As 
Catholics We Pray for New 

Administration, Oppose Unjust 
Threats to Human Life and Dignity
Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone.  January 20, 2021

On the occasion of the inauguration of Joseph R. Biden, 
Jr., as 46th President of the United States of America, 
Most Reverend José H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los An-

geles and President of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, issued a statement this morning in 
which he discussed the role of faith in civic participa-
tion, and expressed prayers for the success of the Biden 
Administration. Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone 
of the Archdiocese of San Francisco subsequently re-
leased this statement:
“Archbishop Gomez’s timely call for healing as a 
country as the new administration assumes office 
is both very welcome and needed.  I thank him 
for clarifying how Catholics approach the broad 
range of issues facing us that pose threats to hu-
man life and dignity.  In particular, I am grateful 
to him for stating clearly once again that oppos-
ing the injustice of abortion remains our “preemi-
nent priority,” while acknowledging that “pre-
eminent” does not mean “only.”  Catholics must 
and do speak out on many issues affecting the 
equal dignity of us all, but if life at its most vul-
nerable beginnings is not protected, then none of 
us is safe.  Affirming this equal human dignity at 
every stage and in every condition is the path to 
healing and unity.  I join Archbishop Gomez in 
praying for President Biden and for the future of 
this exceptional nation, that this vision may be re-
alized in our time.  May God bless America.”
Taken from the Archdiocese of San Francisco’s website: 
https://sfarchdiocese.org/letters-and-statements.

Space did not permit excerpting the large number of 
statements issued by American bishops either in sup-
port, critical, or neutral of Arch. Gomez statement. 
I urge you to read them  If you need copies, call the 
Foundation and we’ll mail them to you. Take note not 
only of what is said, but how it is said. I add A BIG 
THANK YOU to all who advance pro-life issues. Take 
note of what bishops are listening to those of us who 
are pro-life, and how they listen.

    

White House won’t give plans on 
Hyde Amendment, 
Mexico City Policy

(Editor’s Note: Please pay attention to the response 
Ms. Psaki gives to the EWTN reporter in the article 
below.)

Catholic News Agency: Washington, D.C., 
Jan 20, 2021

President Joe Biden’s press secretary would not 
say on Wednesday evening what the administra-
tion will do with current safeguards against tax-
payer funding of abortions.
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When asked by Owen Jensen of EWTN News 
what President Biden plans to do regarding the 
Hyde Amendment and the Mexico City Policy, 
White House press secretary Jen Psaki did not 
give any details of plans, in a Wednesday press 
briefing on the first day of Biden’s presidency.
“Well, I think we’ll have more to say on the 
Mexico City Policy in the coming days,” Psa-
ki said, before adding that Biden is a “devout 
Catholic.”
“But I will just take the opportunity to remind 
all of you that he [Biden] is a 
devout Catholic, and some-
body who attends church 
regularly,” Psaki told report-
ers. “He started his day with 
attending his church this 
morning.”
On Wednesday, Biden at-
tended Mass at St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral with family and 
other congressional leaders, 
as well as Vice President Ka-
mala Harris and her husband, 
shortly before he was sworn 
in to office.
Although Biden did not un-
veil any pro-abortion policies 
on his first day in office, he is 
expected to overturn the Mex-
ico City Policy, which bars 
federal funding of foreign 
NGOs that promote or per-
form abortions as a method 
of family planning. Incoming 
presidents have traditionally 
rescinded or reinstated the 
policy as among their first ac-
tions in office. 
Biden has also pledged to re-
peal the Hyde Amendment, 
which has been enacted into 
law since 1976 each year as 
a rider to spending bills. The 
policy prohibits federal fund-
ing of elective abortions in Medicaid.
…Biden took office on Wednesday just days after 
former President Donald Trump proclaimed Jan. 
22 as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. The 
date marks the 48th anniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s Roe vs. Wade decision that legalized 

abortion nationwide. Trump’s proclamation was 
one of his last actions taken in office.
In the proclamation published on Jan. 17, Trump 
called on Congress to protect and defend “the 
dignity of every human life, including those not 
yet born.” 
He called for the American people “to continue 
to care for women in unexpected pregnancies 
and to support adoption and foster care in a more 
meaningful way, so every child can have a loving 
home.” 

…Although President Biden 
announced a series of execu-
tive actions on Wednesday 
morning that did not include 
abortion, Punchbowl News 
reported on Wednesday that 
among his proposed actions 
for his first month in office, 
Biden indeed plans to reverse 
the Mexico City Policy and the 
Trump administration’s Pro-
tect Life Rule. The latter rule 
requires Title X family plan-
ning grant recipients to not 
refer for abortions, and not be 
co-located with abortion clin-
ics. As a result of the 2019 rule, 
Planned Parenthood backed 
out of the Title X program and 
forfeited an estimated $60 mil-
lion per year in Title X grants 
rather than comply with the 
new requirements.
In addition, according to 
Punchbowl News, Biden will 
reportedly “disavow” the Ge-
neva Declaration, a document 
signed in October by the U.S. 
and 31 other countries which 
rejects abortion as a human 
right.
Excerpted from: https://
www.catholicnewsagency.
com/news/on-inauguration-

day-white-house-mum-on-hyde-amendment-
mexico-city-policy-59729.

Ms. Psaki’s response to the EWTN reporter dem-
onstrates a deep and dangerous distortion that the 
words of many bishops encourage. C.f. 15 Sept. 2020 
issue of Christifidelis (38-4).

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 
South German, likely altarpiece wing, 
late 15th century. (Private collection)
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mous evaluations for us. We provide the inquirer with 
a written evaluation that identifies potential remedies 
in canon law and our recommendations on how to 
proceed. If the inquiry concerns a matter that is under 
time-constraint, we prioritize the issue so the potential 
client will not lose an opportunity in law.1 Regrettably, 
more than half of our active cases are initiated through 
this accelerated evaluation process. 

In the past, less than half the people who made in-
quiries would return the evaluation form. Of those 
who did return the forms, about half either chose not to 
pursue a case or did not have a path forward in canon 
law. The general statistic was that about one-fourth or 
fewer of the people who inquired about a case would 
actually start one. We saw a significant shift in that 
statistic in 2020. Although the number of inquiries de-
creased from 128 in 2019 to 95 in 2020, 37% of the peo-
ple who made inquiries in 2020 opened a case with us.

When the inquirer chooses to pursue a recommen-
dation that includes canonical action, the case is con-
sidered “active”. If the inquirer does not have a rem-
edy available or chooses not to pursue one, the case is 
closed. When an action is pursued and it reaches some 
definitive conclusion, the case becomes closed. That 
definitive conclusion may or may not involve a resolu-
tion of the actual issue (see below).

By way of distinction, if an inquiry is focused on 
providing consultative services not related to a conflict 
in canon law, we consider these “consultations” and 
not “open” cases. These types of cases include requests 
made by other Catholic apostolates relative to their 
rights and obligations in a certain matter, or assistance 
given in developing proper canonical structures. They 
also include other canon lawyers or clerics approach-
ing the Foundation for help with their cases and pasto-
ral situations without us providing direct intervention. 
However, it is not uncommon that a client approaches 
us for mere consultation, but the matter quickly turns 
into a conflict and the case becomes “active”. 

One more distinction to make. Years ago, when I 
began my private practice in canon law, I was told by 
several different attorneys that a general practice in 
civil law with one attorney and one paralegal (that’s 
the equivalent of what we have here) should have be-
tween 15 and 25 active cases to stay solvent. Anything 
more than 25 begins to drag on the attorney as it takes 
too much work to address the cases effectively. In my 
full-time private practice of canon law, I never had full-
time, permanent help, and I maintained an active case 
load of 15-25 cases, about half what we are handling 
right now. Obviously, two factors that affect how many 
cases we can handle effectively are the type of case and 
the level of involvement required to assist the client.

We began January 2020 with 48 active cases and five 
consultations. We added 35 cases throughout the year 
and closed 29 cases. Throughout 2020, we handled 83 
active cases, five consultation cases and drafted 135 
appeals (57 to local ordinaries and 78 to the dicasteries 
of the Holy See). We began January 2021 with 54 active 
cases and four consultation cases. In comparison, we 
handled 75 active cases and wrote 117 appeals in 2019. 
To add contrast, five years ago we had 30 active cases 
and one consultation throughout the year. 

Some closing comments on our case administration. 
About 90% of our cases are handled within the admin-
istrative process of the Code of Canon Law. In this pro-
cess, case resolutions do not always come by way of the 
final decision and getting to that point is not as clean a 
process as one would encounter in a judicial proceed-
ing. The process is rather simple as written in law, but 
it is easily manipulated by ecclesiastical authorities. In 
fact, it often is manipulated, and much of our work is 
devoted to untangling that manipulation. Anyone who 
followed the news on Bishop Bransfield, Cardinal Mc-
Carrick, or the Vatican Bank scandal, understand that 
manipulation and corruption run as deep in Church 
politics as it does in Washington, D.C. It keeps us busy. 

Staff/Infrastructure
The Foundation staff is its greatest asset. We neither 

lost nor gained staff in 2020. The intern we hired in the 
summer returned to help during Christmas break. His 
work has already proven very helpful for us (see be-
low). With the workload we carry, we still need a sec-
ond canon lawyer in our offices. We have had canon-
ists apply, but they either withdraw their application 
after learning of our mission and actual work, or they 
withdraw after spending a trial period in our offices. 
In other words, finding a like-minded canonist willing 
to work for a non-profit that does the work we do is 
not easy. We keep looking.

Finances
During 2020, the Foundation received just over 

$205,000.00 in donations and interest income, and a one-
time bequest of $30,000.00 after the death of a long-time 
donor for a total income of $235,000.00. Our expenses 
were just over $194,00.00. We finished the year with about 
$40,000.00 above expenses. If we had not received the be-
quest, we would have finished the year about $10,000.00 in 
the black. It is my goal to finish each year with about 10% 
more income from donations than expenses. This allows the 
Foundation to build a financial cushion for difficult times. 
It was this kind of cushion that allowed the Foundation to 
weather past recessions and difficult financial years. We 
missed that goal this year by 9% ($9,000).

In comparison, the Foundation received $269,000.00 in 

continued from page 1
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continued on page 8

total donations (no bequests) in 2019, with expenses totally 
just over $220,000.00. Most of the higher expenses in 2019 
came from updating our aging computers and software. We 
finished 2019 with just over $43,000.00 in the black. As you 
can see, we lowered expenses by more than $25,000.00 in 
2020. This allowed us to pay our bills in 2020 with regular 
donation and interest income and put the bequest money in 
the bank.

Chuck Wilson worked hard to keep the Founda-
tion fiscally sound. I try hard to follow his lead, and 
our Board of Directors monitors our finances and 
budget. Between 2003 and 2014, the Foundation lost 
an average of 100 donors each year, primarily due to 
people retiring or passing away. Between 2015-2019, 
the number of donors remained fairly stable. In 2020, 
we had 150 fewer people donate although our mail-
ing list remained constant and engagement between 
donors and the Foundation staff remained high. I at-
tribute the lower number of donors to COVID and 
people’s loss of income.  In reality, there are far more 
Catholic apostolates and secular but like-minded non-
profits than there were in 1984 when the Foundation 
opened its doors. As a result, there is more competi-
tion for donations. I know that many of our donors 
give to other worthy apostolates; I certainly do. As a 
result, each gets a smaller amount. When financial cri-
sis arise for families, the Foundation experiences dips 
in donations. And, according to non-profit develop-
ment think-tanks, it is more difficult to motivate the 
younger generation to become regular donors. As a re-
sult, we have to look at additional avenues of revenue 
than just sheer donor numbers. More on this below.

Several donors recently asked me what I am do-
ing to ensure the future of the Foundation. A big goal 
of mine is to develop a trust fund that will generate 
income apart from donations. This would alleviate 
some of the strain on regular donations. Because the 
Foundation affiliated CUF to itself and began sharing 
expenses in 2017, and because of budget cuts I imple-
mented in 2015, the Foundation has substantially re-
duced its $310,000.00 budget in 2015 to an average of 
$200,000.00 today ($195,000.00 in 2020). While expenses 
have dropped by over 30%, income has dropped only 
about 15% over the same period. This has allowed the 
Foundation to build a reserve of just over $300,000.00. 
A large portion of this money is being invested into a 
fund to generate ongoing income for the Foundation.  

Some years ago, Chuck and I talked about try-
ing to raise $1 million for an operations fund. That 
investment could generate between $40,000.00 and 
$60,000.00 in income each year, depending on the mar-
ket. On average, that would be about one-fourth the 
necessary income for the Foundation at its present 

operating level. For now, my short-term goal is to get 
this fund up to $500,000.00. All bequests received go 
into this fund. I will be implementing additional strat-
egies this year to increase this amount without adding 
a burden on our faithful donors.

Projects
Jurisprudence: Over the past year, the Foundation’s in-

tern has been working on a project to categorize and label 
our closed cases and jurisprudence in a way that makes 
them more readily available for our daily research. That 
project is almost complete, with only the most recent years 
of cases to review. 

When I became President of the Foundation, I had 
over 20 years of experience in private practice canon 
law. That amounted to hundreds of decisions from 
bishops and tribunals in the United States, as well 
as hundreds of judicial and administrative decisions 
from the Holy See. In addition, the Foundation has 
over 35 years of jurisprudence in its files. Because ju-
risprudence in canon law is not readily published or 
shared, the personal accumulation of jurisprudence by 
canon lawyers is very helpful. 

Organizing our already existing jurisprudence al-
lows for the streamlining of research. By evaluating 
past cases that are similar to current ones, and identify-
ing relevant jurisprudence, we are in a better position 
to make strategy decisions with Foundation clients. The 
project is near enough to completion that it has already 
proven helpful in some recent case development. 

Memoirs: At the beginning of 2020, I asked Chuck Wil-
son to take a break from his usual duties as Editor of Chris-
tifidelis and prepare his memoirs on the history and devel-
opment of the Foundation. It is my hope to publish relevant 
portions of the memoirs in Christifidelis. Importantly, his 
memoirs are a jurisprudence of sorts, as I hope they will 
identify how he navigated the stormy waters of ecclesiasti-
cal politics over three decades of rapid developments in the 
Church. His health concerns have made the project slow-
going, but I do hope to begin publishing portions this year.

Planning
I have four short-term goals for the Foundation: 1. In-

crease regular income by 10% each year over the next three 
years; 2. Hire a full-time canon lawyer or full-time case ad-
ministrator as soon as possible; 3. Increase the operations 
fund to $500,000.00 by the end of 2021; and, 4. Re-con-
secrate the Foundation and its staff, donors and clients to 
Saint Joseph on March 19th. 

If I am able to increase regular income by 10% over 
the next three years, and maintain that level of in-
come, the Foundation will be able to sustain another 
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full-time hire without fear of being under-funded. I do 
not want our regular donors to feel obliged to increase 
their donations to us. That means I need to increase 
the number of donors by 10% each year. The fidelity of 
our donors to the Foundation’s mission has been ex-
ceptional. I do hope that those readers who have not 
donated, or who do not donate regularly, will consider 
doing so. If I cannot increase the income sufficiently, 
I cannot make the full-time hire. If we do not make a 
full-time hire, we will have to decrease our case load. 
We simply cannot sustain this number of cases effec-
tively with the current staffing numbers. In this year of 
Saint Joseph, I will look to him for blessing and confir-
mation of our next steps. If my endeavors are success-
ful, we will grow with the needs of the Church. If they 
are not, we will maintain our very active presence and 
remain focused on a more limited case involvement.

In summary, the Foundation continues to do what it 
has always done. During 2020, we experienced one of 
the highest number of inquiries and case involvement 
in our history. Financially, we are in a position to be-
come more secure than we have ever been. Thank you 
again for your long-standing support of our mission 

and work. Because of you, we move forward with con-
fidence that the work of the Foundation will continue 
for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.

Finally, I am excited to announce that on February 
15th the Foundation staff will begin a 33-day prepara-
tion for our re-consecration to Saint Joseph. We plan to 
follow the 33 days of consecration to Saint Joseph as ar-
ranged by Father Donald Calloway in his book, Conse-
cration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father. 
We will make the consecration on March 19th during a 
special Mass offered for the Foundation. I invite you all 
to join us for this beautiful and worthy devotion. 

Please know we keep you and your loved ones in 
prayer.

God bless you; St. Joseph keep you.
Peace,
Philip Gray

(Endnotes)
1  In Christifidelis issue 38-6 dated 12 December 2020, Our Lady of 

Guadeloupe, the lead article explains the time constraints found 
in the Administrative Recourse Procedure of Canon Law. Please 
refer to this article for more information on how time-constraints 
affect our work.

The Litany of St. Joseph
Lord, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us Christ, have mercy on 

us.
Lord, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, 

Redeemer of the World, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, pray for us.
St. Joseph, pray for us.
Noble Offspring of David, pray for us.
Light of Patriarchs, pray for us.
Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us.
Chaste Guardian of the Virgin, pray for us.
Foster Father of the Son of God, pray for us.
Zealous Defender of Christ, pray for us.
Head of the Holy Family, pray for us.

Joseph Most Just, pray for us.
Joseph Most Chaste, pray for us.
Joseph Most Prudent, pray for us.
Joseph Most Courageous, pray for us.
Joseph Most Obedient, pray for us.
Joseph Most Faithful, pray for us.

Mirror of Patience, pray for us.
Lover of Poverty, pray for us.
Model of Workmen, pray for us.
Glory of Domestic Life, pray for us.
Guardian of Virgins, pray for us.
Pillar of Families, pray for us.
Comfort of the Afflicted, pray for us.
Hope of the Sick, pray for us.
Patron of the Dying, pray for us.
Terror of Demons, pray for us.
Protector of the Holy Church, pray for us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 

spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 

graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us.

V. He had made him lord of his household,
R. And prince over all his possessions.

Let us pray: O God, in your ineffable providence you 
were please to choose Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of 
your Most holy Mother; grant, we beg you, that we may 
be worthy to have him for our intercessor in heaven whom 
on earth we venerate as our Protector: You who live and 
reign forever and ever. Amen.

continued from page 7
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2 February 2021

Candlemas

Dear Friends,

“Grace to you, and peace from Him Who was, Who is, and Who is to come” (Rev. 1:4).

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of

the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows

of the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife

and  the  three  wives  of  his  sons  with  them  entered  the  ark,  they  and  every  beast

according to its kind, and all the cattle according to their kinds, and every creeping

thing that creeps on the earth according to its kind, and every bird according to its

kind, every bird of every sort. They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all

flesh in which there was the breath of life. And they that entered, male and female of all

flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in.

(Gen. 7:11-16; RSVCE).

The story of Noah’s Ark has inspired countless stories, books, poems, movies, documentaries, and

even greeting  cards.   Some years  ago,  my students  gave me a birthday card  depicting  two unicorns

standing on a small piece of land with water surrounding them, rain falling, and the ark floating away.

One unicorn is saying to the other, “…was that today?”

When I read the story, I am struck by the parallels with Genesis 1 and the Gospels.  What God did in

Genesis 1, He does again in time and space in the story of Noah.  These stories of Creation and Re-

creation become the foreshadowing of Jesus’ spiritual re-creating, culminating in the fulfillment of the

Protoevangelium declared by God in Gen. 3:15. 

In the First Story of Creation, we read how God created the Heavens and the Earth and all within them

in six days, and He rested on the Seventh Day.  During those first six days, He begins with chaos, darkness

and deep water and first gives Light.  He will then separate the waters from above and below; form dry

land; create the sun, moon and stars; create plants; create fish and birds; then create the creatures of the

earth and finally man.  With this progression in mind, take a look at Genesis 7-8.  

Because “the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Gen. 8:21), because of the chaos of

sin, God sent the flood and started all over again. Essentially, the flood waters would blot out all light, and

the inhabitants of the Ark suffer through chaos, darkness and flood waters.  Then, light comes as the

waters of the sky and fountains of the earth are separated again; the waters recede, and dry land appears;

plants emerge; a bird is the first to fly from the Ark and settle on the earth again; then God releases Noah

and his companion family and animals to be fruitful and multiply.  And, God promises not to destroy the

earth again until the end of time (Gen. 8:20-22).  
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And the fish?  They are the only animal not taken onto the Ark.  They survive the Flood by their own

nature and the merits of that nature.  Because of this, the Fish represented perfection and sinlessness, and

the source of triumph over the powers of darkness (c.f. Tobit 6).

In the Gospel of John, we find the world destroyed by sin and sitting in deep darkness (Jn. 1:5; Mt.

27:14)).  It is not a flood, virus, or huge asteroid that destroyed the Earth, but the darkness of sin that casts

it into chaos.  In that chaos of sin, the Light enters the world.  At Jesus’ baptism, the heavens are opened,

not to rain down a flood of death but the advent of the Holy Spirit.  He testifies to Jesus’ origin as God and

He comes with the Eternal Word to re-create the Earth and all within it (Psalm 104:30).  And the Earth

does not open her fountains to destroy man, but rather gives her waters as a cleansing to wash away sin.

And so Our Lord steps from the River Jordan onto dry land, and so blesses the ground once cursed by

man’s sin.  In John 1, we have chaos, the Light, the opening of the Heavens and Earth, water and dry land.

In John 2, at the Wedding Feast of Cana, we have the New Adam and His Woman.  She does not use her

persuasive authority to tempt Him as her first mother once did, but to identify His glory.  The creatures

once given for food and drink to sinful man are transformed into a wedding feast to announce the Lamb of

God proclaimed  by John  at  His  baptism.   The  washing  vessels  used  to  hold  the  water  turned  wine

represent us; vessels of impurity made vessels of grace, whose dirty contents are transformed into virtues

sharing the delights of God, the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.  A new day comes, and with it Our Lord walks

the Earth and transform it.  He speaks of the birds of the air (Mt. 6:26; 8:20; 10:29) and tells stories using

the creatures of the earth (Jn. 10).  And He dies and accepts the Curse of Adam, to be returned to the Earth

from which Adam came.  During that three days sleep in the Earth, Jesus returns to the womb of Adam so

he and his descendants might be reborn in water and the Holy Spirit (Jn. 3:1-15).

And the fish?  It represents the men that the Apostles learn to catch (Mt. 4:18-20), and together with

bread, it is the food given them at Jesus’ appearance after His resurrection (Jn. 21:12-14); man with the

Bread of Life.  This last meal He would have with them before His Ascension represents the unity of man

with God intended in Genesis 1 and begged of the Father in John 17.

The events  of  our  time  demonstrate  that  the  kings  of  the earth  rise  up against  the  Lord and His

Anointed (Psalm 2).  Darkness and chaos surround us.  The waters are deep.  But the True Light has come

into the world.  He is Life and Light to Man.  He shines in darkness and the darkness cannot overcome

Him.  He is Jesus, and all who believe in Him are made children of God.

For us today, it is not yet the Seventh Day.  We have not been given rest.  We labor in the Sixth Day to

bring about the fulfillment of Jesus’ work in our own lives and in the culture within which we live.  Let us

be Wise Virgins awaiting the return of Our Lord with lamps lit and our hearts full of virtue.  Let us partake

of the Fish and Bread given by Our Lord by associating with those likeminded to the Lord and frequenting

the Holy Eucharist.  If we do these things, we will not fear the darkness.  It will not overcome us.

On this beautiful Feast of Candlemas, when we celebrate the Presentation of the True Light to the

Nations, I pray this Divine Light will dispel all fears and bring Hope to you and your loved ones.     

God bless you; St. Joseph keep you!

Peace,

Philip C. L. Gray

President
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