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IURI CANONICO QUO SIT ECCLESIA DEI FELIX. 

Defending Catholic Rights: 1984-1994
By: Charles M. Wilson

This article was published in the October 15th issue of 
Christifidelis in 1994.  After speaking with Chuck Wilson, 
we thought it helpful to our readers and donors to read a 
brief history of the Foundation’s early years and provide a 
comparison of the Foundation’s work from almost 30 years 
ago.  Some Christifidelis read-
ers may remember this article.  
For those of you who have been 
with us since that time, I think 
you would agree that our Mis-
sion and work have not changed 
in 37 years.  How we track cases 
and how we direct the administra-
tion of cases has developed due to 
experience and need, but what we 
do has not changed.  

I was introduced to the Foun-
dation in 1996 when my parents 
and I had our own respective 
troubles; theirs with their parish 
and mine with a diocese.  It was 
my parents that put me in touch 
with the Foundation, and through 
that case I became acquainted 
with Chuck, Lou, and Duane.  I 
am forever grateful.  Both cases 
would be resolved only after many 
months of suffering and prayer.  
While neither case concluded as 
we would have liked, both cases 
concluded better than we thought 
possible.  I wouldn’t call them 
“wins”, but we joined the many other clients that expressed 
satisfaction with the work of the Foundation and its ability 
to alleviate the harm we suffered.  

A bell cannot be unrung; but it can be tuned so the toll-
ing is more pleasant a sound.  It’s not so easy to tune a bell.  
One must grind away metal to do it.  That’s how I would 
describe many of our cases.  We cannot undo the harm al-

ready caused, but in many cases, we can alleviate that harm 
and hopefully bring change to the situation so future harm 
is not so severe.  It takes a lot of grinding work.  For the 
Foundation, then and now, saving the soul is of the greatest 
importance; and keeping a Catholic in the Church or a good 

priest at the pulpit is the most im-
portant goal.  We like winning the 
legal battles too, but those wins 
bring little consolation if the soul 
is lost.  It’s why we offer daily 
prayers for all of you, and have 
Mass offered twice weekly and 
an extra one each month.  Chuck 
used to tell me, “I would be very 
happy to work myself out of this 
job, but unfortunately I don’t see 
that happening anytime soon.”  I 
share the same sentiment.  In the 
meantime, we’ll work with grace 
and the law to tune as many bells 
as we can.

Without further ado, I hope 
you enjoy the short history lesson.

If you believed that all was 
well in the Church, I doubt 
that you would be reading 
Christifidelis.

Moreover, it is quite likely 
that you have a pretty good 
idea of just what it is that is 
NOT right in the Church and 
understand that a serious in-

ternal crisis has existed for at least the last thirty years. 
In a nutshell, at the root of this crisis is the disturbing 
reality that many ecclesiastical decisions effecting our 
spiritual lives are being made by people whose under-
standing of Catholicism is profoundly different from 
ours.
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Reports, Rumors,
Ramblings and

Ravings
We are introducing a new column in this issue of 

Christifidelis; Canon Law Miracles.  Like our Canonical 
Basics column, this will be an occasional column.  In 
it, we will highlight success stories from our work so 
you, our collaborators in Mission, can share in the joy.  
Regrettably, we cannot share many of the successes.  
Sometimes, a success does not alleviate the emotion-
al harm enough to allow a publication of the matter.  
Other times, the situation is just too sensitive or con-
fidential to report at all.  Nonetheless, we will share 
what we can, and thank God for the mercies He shows 
through our work in the Virtue of Justice.   PG

  

The Saint Joseph Foundation is actively seeking a 
full-time Case Administrator to join our staff at the ap-
ostolic offices in Hopedale, Ohio (near Steubenville).  
Successful candidates must possess an unwavering 
Catholic Faith, strong organizational and communica-
tion skills, and be able to work both independently and 
with a team.  Helpful qualifications would include a 
degree or background in law, Canon Law, Philosophy, 
Theology, or a Human Services field.  Interested ap-
plicants should submit a resumé with a detailed cover 
letter that introduces one’s qualifications.  Applica-

  
Memorare to St. Joseph

Remember, most pure spouse of Mary ever 
Virgin, my loving protector St. Joseph, that never 

has it been heard that anyone invoked your 
protection or besought your aid without being 
consoled. In this confidence I come before you; 
I fervently recommend myself to you. Despise 

not my prayer, foster father of the Redeemer, but 
graciously deign to hear it. Amen.

tions should be mailed to the Foundation’s Hopedale 
office to the attention of Philip Gray.   PG

  

Catholics United for the Faith (CUF) is actively 
seeking a full-time Information Specialist to join our 
staff at the international offices in Hopedale, Ohio 
(near Steubenville).  Successful candidates must pos-
sess an unwavering Catholic Faith, a working knowl-
edge of Catholic doctrine, strong organizational and 
communication skills, and be able to work both in-
dependently and with a team.  Helpful qualifications 
would include a degree or background in Philosophy 
or Theology with research experience.  Interested ap-
plicants should submit a resumé with a detailed cover 
letter that introduces one’s qualifications.  Applica-
tions should be addressed to:  Catholics United for the 
Faith, 85882 Water Works Rd., Hopedale, OH 43976, 
Attn: Therese Valentine.   PG

  

I ask that all of you keep Mrs. Madeleine Stebbins in 
your prayers. Husband and wife H. Lyman and Mad-
eleine Stebbins were instrumental in the founding of 
the Foundation’s sister apostolate and served as CUF’s 
first and second presidents, respectively. Their efforts 
have impacted countless lives and contributed, I am 
sure, to the salvation of many souls.  At 97, Mrs. Steb-
bins is patiently bearing the suffering’s that accompa-
ny this final stage of life and would very much appre-
ciate the prayers.   PG

  

We are so grateful to those supporters of the Foun-
dation who remember our work in their wills. The 
generosity and foresight of a small few have provided 
a boon to our efforts either with bequests or requests 
that donations be made to the Foundation in their 
memory. I pray that the prayers and Masses we of-
fer for these donors provide comfort to their families 
and spiritual aid to their souls. If you haven’t already, 
please consider these means of leaving a legacy that 
will continue to serve the Church.   TV

  

I expect that some of you have noticed that the date 
on which the newsletter is issued do not always cor-
respond closely with the date on which you receive it. 
Unfortunately this is due to increasing delays by the 
USPS and is largely outside of our control. We will 
keep working with our printer to get Christifidelis to 
our readers as regularly as possible. Thank you for 
your patience.   TV
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STRAWS IN THE WIND
            

[Straws indicate to us how strong and in which direction the wind is blowing. We are very grateful to the readers who take the 
trouble to send us the parish bulletins, newspaper clippings and other docu ments which make this popular feature possible. — Ed.]

DECREE

The gift of special Indulgences is granted  
on the occasion of the Year of Saint Joseph, announced by Pope Francis 

to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the proclamation  
of Saint Joseph as Patron of the universal Church.

…In order to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to the powerful patronage of the 
Guardian of Jesus, Pope Francis has established that, from today’s date, the anniversary of the Decree 
of the proclamation as well as a day sacred to the Blessed Immaculate Virgin and Bride of Joseph most 
chaste, until 8 December 2021, a special Year of Saint Joseph will be celebrated, in which all faithful, 
after his example, may daily reinforce their own life of faith in complete fulfilment of God’s will….

The gift of the Indulgences that the Apostolic Penitentiary kindly bestows during the Year of Saint 
Joseph, through this Decree issued according to Pope Francis’ wish, will contribute greatly to the perfect 
accomplishment of the designated purpose.

The Plenary Indulgence is granted under the customary conditions (sacramental confession, Eucha-
ristic communion and prayers according to the Holy Father’s intentions) to the faithful who, with a soul 
detached from any sin, shall participate in the Year of Saint Joseph, in the occasions and with the modali-
ties indicated by this Apostolic Penitentiary.

—  a. Saint Joseph, an authentic man of faith, invites us to rediscover our filial relationship with the 
Father, to renew our devotion to prayer, to dispose ourselves to listen and correspond with profound 
discernment to God’s will. The Plenary Indulgence is granted to those who shall contemplate the 
Lord’s Prayer for at least 30 minutes, or participate in a Spiritual Retreat of at least one day which 
involves a meditation on Saint Joseph;

—  b. The Gospel attributes to Saint Joseph the appellation “just man” (cf. Mt 1:19): he, guardian of 
the intimate secret that lies right at the bottom of the heart and soul”, depository of the mystery of 
God and therefore an ideal patron of the internal forum, spur us to rediscover the value of silence, 
prudence and integrity in carrying out our duties. The virtue of justice practiced by Saint Joseph in an 
exemplary manner is full adherence to divine law, which is the law of mercy, “for it is the very mercy 
of God that brings true justice to fulfilment”. Therefore those who, after the example of Saint Joseph, 
shall fulfil a work of corporal or spiritual work of mercy, will likewise be able to attain the gift of the 
Plenary Indulgence;

—  c. The primary aspect of Saint Joseph’s vocation was that of being guardian of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and legal father of Jesus. In order that all Christian fami-
lies may be inspired to recreate the same atmosphere of intimate communion, love and prayer that 

continued on page 4
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was lived by the Holy Family, the Plenary Indulgence is granted for the recitation of the Holy Rosary in 
families and among betrothed;

—  d. The Servant of God Pius XII, on 1 May 1955 instituted the Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker, “with 
the intent that the dignity of work be recognized by all, and that it inspires social life and laws, based 
on the fair distribution of rights and duties”. Therefore the Plenary Indulgence may be obtained by 
those who shall daily entrust their life to the protection of Saint Joseph, and all faithful who shall in-
voke through prayer the intercession of the Worker of Nazareth, so that those in search of work may 
find employment and the work of all people may be more dignified;

—  e. The flight of the Holy Family to Egypt “shows us that God is there where man is in danger, where 
man suffers, where he runs away, where he experiences rejection and abandonment”. The Plenary 
Indulgence is granted to the faithful who shall recite the Litanies to Saint Joseph (for the Latin tradi-
tion), or the Akathistos to Saint Joseph, in their entirety or at least some part of it (for the Byzantine 
tradition), or some other prayer to Saint Joseph, proper to other liturgical traditions, in favour of the 
Church persecuted ad intra and ad extra and for the relief of all Christians who suffer any form of 
persecution.

…To reaffirm the universality of Saint Joseph’s patronage over the Church, in addition to the afore-
mentioned occasions the Apostolic Penitentiary grants the Plenary Indulgence to the faithful who shall 
recite any prayer legitimately approved or act of piety in honour of Saint Joseph, for example, “To you, 
O Blessed Joseph”, especially on the occasions of 19 March and 1 May, on the Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, on the Sunday of Saint Joseph (according to the Byzantine tradition), on the 
19th of every month and every Wednesday, the day dedicated to the Saint’s memory, according to the 
Latin tradition.

In the current context of the health emergency, the gift of the Plenary Indulgence extends particularly 
to the elderly, the sick, the suffering and all those who for legitimate reasons are unable to leave the 
house, and who with a soul detached from any sin and with the intention to fulfil, as soon as possible, 
the three customary conditions in their own home or wherever the impediment detains them, shall re-
cite an act of piety in honour of Saint Joseph, Comfort of the Sick and Patron of a Happy Death, faithfully 
offering to God their suffering and the hardships of their life.

In order to pastorally facilitate the attainment of divine grace through the power of the Keys, this Pen-
itentiary prays earnestly that all priests endowed with the appropriate faculties may offer themselves 
with a willing and generous soul to the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance and often administer 
Holy Communion to the infirm.

This Decree is valid for the Year of Saint Joseph, notwithstanding any disposition to the contrary.

Given in Rome, from the See of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 8 December 2020.

Cardinal Mauro Piacenza 
Major Penitentiary

Krzysztof Nykiel 
Regent 

What a beautiful Straw to share!  For those not acquainted with the six ways one can obtain 
the Plenary Indulgence during this Year of St. Joseph, the Decree is quite explanatory.  If you 
have questions, call 1-800-MY FAITH (693-2484) for more information.

continued from page 3
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Bishop J. Strickland
@Bishopoftyler

As a bishop I beg Mr Biden to repent of his dis-
sent from Catholic teaching on abortion & mar-
riage for his own salvation & for the good of our 
nation. He aspires to the highest office in our land 
& must be guided by the truth God has revealed 
to us. I pray for him to find Truth.
6:32 AM · Nov 19, 2020·Twitter for iPhone

We should join Bishop Strickland in praying for the 
President.  During this Year of St. Joseph, perhaps Mr. 
Biden’s heavenly patron will obtain the necessary 
graces for his conversion.

    

In Gratitude for Joe Biden
Fr. Jerry Pokorsky Feb. 26, 2021 

…President Biden’s supporters repeatedly claim 
that he is a devout Catholic. In 2005, Biden him-
self protested those who questioned his Catholi-
cism: “The next Republican that tells me I’m not 
religious I’m going to shove my rosary beads 
down their throat.” But the words of Jesus are 
foreboding: “Not every one who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” [Mt. 7:21] Biden’s habitual and unapol-
ogetic sinful acts are on full display.
In less than a month after his inauguration, he 
issued a statement celebrating the 48th anniver-
sary of Roe v. Wade. He said he is “committed to 
codifying” the decision that legalized abortion. 
He promised he will be “appointing judges that 
respect foundational precedents like Roe.” He re-
scinded the pro-life Mexico City Policy, which en-
sured that foreign aid would not go to organiza-
tions that perform or refer for abortions.
Biden revoked the Trump administration’s ban 
on so-called gender transitioning in the military, 
allowing troops to serve based on their gender 
identity. He called on Congress to quickly pass 
the Equality Act, which would add sexual ori-
entation and gender identity as protected classes 
under the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The Washing-
ton Post called Joe Biden a “president who has 
been called the most pro-transgender in history.”
Biden’s nominee to lead the Department of 
Health and Human Services, Xavier Becerra, like 
Biden is Catholic. But contrary to the moral law, 

he supports legislation that permits partial-birth 
abortion, forces every healthcare plan to pay for 
abortions, forces pro-life pregnancy centers to 
advertise abortions, forces the Little Sisters of the 
Poor to pay for contraception and abortion drugs, 
and allows assisted suicide.
For most of his political life—from his consis-
tent pro-abortion record to his officiating at a gay 
wedding in 2016—despite his Catholic affiliation 
and public pious practices, Joe Biden has magni-
fied and institutionalized countless major viola-
tions of the Ten Commandments. The hypocrisy 
rivals that of the chief priests and Pharisees and is 
worthy of the same condemnation. Indeed, Biden 
is the most aggressively anti-Catholic President 
in history.
Meanwhile, Catholic clergymen are in disarray. 
Some of the bishops have tried silence, presum-
ably hoping to avoid greater scandal. Others use 
flattery, praising Biden for those of his policies 
that dovetail with USCCB politics, but do not 
bind the faithful in conscience. A few bishops 
have attempted praiseworthy polemical push-
backs.
But so far the bishops have not initiated a single 
disciplinary measure to protect the Catholic faith 
from scandal. On the contrary, several prominent 
bishops have declared Biden worthy of Catholic-
in-good-standing status. The Georgetown Jesu-
its celebrate with elation his Mass attendance as 
President.
As perhaps the most powerful man in the world, 
Biden’s insistent claim that he is a devout Catho-
lic forces an unavoidable choice. We either: stand 
with the Church and her sacraments and reject 
Biden’s iconic culture-of-death policies, or we join 
those who celebrate Biden’s flouting of Church 
teaching. In so doing, we will reveal whether we 
intend to magnify the Lord or magnify Biden’s 
immorality.
…The election of Biden has forced a crisis. From 
the ashes, we can expect the Holy Spirit to raise 
up successors to those who opposed another 
anti-Catholic tyrant: Saint John Fisher and Saint 
Thomas More. May there be many of them.
If only for the clarity this brings to the Church, 
we have Joe Biden to thank.
(excerpted from: https://www.catholicculture.org/
commentary/in-gratitude-for-joe-biden/)

The Straw speaks for itself.  

    

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/in-gratitude-for-joe-biden/
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/in-gratitude-for-joe-biden/
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If I were to talk about what is wrong and the most 
likely causes of the fix we are now in, this issue would 
be the size of an unabridged dictionary. Instead, I will 
devote most of this article to what the St. Joseph Foun-
dation has tried to DO about our predicament over the 
past ten years and what we would like to do in the im-
mediate future.

The Origin of The Foundation
At the risk of boring our long-time readers with a 

story they have heard before, perhaps I ought to give 
a very brief account of our early history for the benefit 
of those who haven’t.

On September 16, 1981, a story appeared in the San 
Antonio Express-News about an “International Marian 
Symposium“ that was scheduled to be held in San 
Antonio in early December in commemoration of the 
450th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady at 
Guadalupe, Mexico in 1531. The problem was that the 
list of speakers was to include Frs. Andrew Greeley, 
Gustavo Gutierrez and Raymond Brown plus Sisters 
Agnes Cunningham and Sandra Schneiders. A few 
San Antonio Catholics who read the story were con-
cerned that the speakers chosen for the event would 
present a distorted account of the message of Guada-
lupe and decided to try and do something about it. 
Fortunately, for reasons unrelated to the subject of this 
article, it was announced on October 31 that the sym-
posium would not take place. By that time, however, 
those who were concerned about the now-aborted 
symposium, and other trends in the Church as well, 
had gathered a bit of momentum and formed a small 
organization called Fidelity Forum of Texas. They de-
cided to hold their own “International Marian Sym-
posium“ under the auspices of the Wanderer Forum 
Foundation. This forum was held in May, 1982 and 
was attended by some 400 Catholics from throughout 
the United States and Canada.

For the next two years I worked with the Wander-
er Forum Foundation to establish local affiliates from 
coast to coast and assisted these groups in hosting 
what might be called “mini-Wanderer Forums.“ This 
was interesting and useful work but I found myself 
being besieged by calls for help from faithful Catho-
lics who were suffering the kind of abuses we all 
know about and had no solutions for them. At about 
the same time the 1983 Code of Canon Law came into 
force and seemed to hold out some hope.

There were rights which, at least in theory, always 
existed but were now explicitly defined in the new 
Code and, according to canon 221, #2 could be legiti-
mately vindicated and defended “before a competent 
ecclesiastical court in accord with the norm of law.“ In 

the minds of some of us here in San Antonio, this gave 
rise to the idea of an apostolate that would provide be-
leaguered, faithful Catholics with professional counsel 
and practical assistance in defending their rights in the 
Church.

The concept assumed a separate legal identity when 
the Articles of Incorporation of the St. Joseph Founda-
tion were filed in the Office of the Secretary of State of 
Texas on October 2, 1984.

Starting and Growing
Launching a new, untried apostolate on nothing but 

faith was, to put it mildly, frightening. The only tangi-
ble asset we had was our newsletter, Fidelitatis, which 
we had published for two years under the banner Fi-
delity Forum of Texas and later the Wanderer Forum 
Foundation, with its mailing list of approximately 
2,000. The headline on the November, 1984 issue was, 
“A New Milestone in Catholic Action“ and, to reflect 
what the headline said, we changed the name of the 
newsletter to Christifidelis. This also explains why you 
are now reading Vol. 12, No. 5 instead of Vol. 10, No. 5.

Our first trial was to keep the new Foundation afloat 
financially and the only way to do it was to attract 
contributions since none of our officers or board mem-
bers had much money. Trying to explain to potential 
donors what our new and unique organization was 
trying to do when we weren’t sure ourselves how we 
were going to make our vision a reality was not easy. 
St. Joseph surely heard and answered our prayers be-
cause enough kind and generous Catholics, including 
many who are still with us, responded to our appeals. 
In 1985, our first full year of operation from an office 
fashioned out of the Wilsons’ utility room, we took in 
and spent just under $50,000, about a third of what it 
will take to run the Foundation in 1994. As our income 
and volume of work grew, we moved three times to 
larger quarters and we now have a staff of two full-
time and two part-time employees.

With just enough income to pay our bills and stave 
off financial panic, we could spend most of our time 
figuring out just what services we were going to offer 
and how we were going to acquire the knowledge and 
skills to operate on a professional level. It was fortu-
itous that the Code of Canon Law had so many new 
statutes on rights and their vindication, because that 
meant that the canon lawyers were not much better 
prepared than we were to start accepting cases. Every-
one was sailing in uncharted canonical waters and all 
of us were, so to speak, in the same boat. Individual 
canonists as well as the Canon Law Society of America 
have addressed the problems and progress has been 
made, but the St. Joseph Foundation was—and, to the 

continued from page 1
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continued on page 8

best of my knowledge, still is—the only organization 
which has as its sole purpose the protection of the 
rights of faithful Catholics.

If one is going to help people protect their rights, 
one should be a canon lawyer or at least have stud-
ied canon law and related disciplines on the gradu-
ate level. Although one doesn’t have to be a priest or 
a vowed religious to become a canon lawyer, most in 
this country are. This meant that virtually all the can-
on lawyers in the United States had their hands full 
with other duties and, even though a few had the time 
and were favorably inclined to help us, it must be re-
membered that there is no separation of powers in the 
Church.

Therefore, none was willing to take the risk of run-
ning afoul of his bishop or superior by openly help-
ing us, although a handful of courageous souls did so 
privately.

The best solution would have been for me to be-
come a canon lawyer, but the only institutions in North 
America offering pontifical degrees in canon law are 
the Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C. and St. Paul’s University in Ottawa, Canada. The 
cost and length of the course of studies made that op-
tion impractical, so I pursued graduate studies in San 
Antonio and received a Master of Theological Studies 
degree, with an academic concentration in canon law, 
in 1991. The title of my thesis was, “The Rights of the 
Laity.“ Granted, this did not make me a canon lawyer 
but it was a considerable help, especially in view of 
the fact most of our cases do not result in canonical 
litigation and are, in substance, more pastoral than ca-
nonical. Besides, with the passage of time, we made 
contact with degreed canon lawyers who provided us 
with desperately needed expertise and assistance.

Not the least of these are our Vice President for Ca-
nonical Affairs, Duane Galles, and our valued friend 
and counselor, Count Capponi, of Florence, Italy.

How Many Cases Have You Handled and What 
Is Your Won/Lost Rate?

This is the most frequent question asked of the 
Foundation and, thanks to our computerized case 
tracking and management systems, the first part it is 
easy to answer. Since we announced our readiness to 
accept cases on the Feast of St. Joseph, 1986, we have 
processed a total of 345, 68 of which are still open as of 
October 6, 1994.

As I hope you will understand, the second part of 
the question is more difficult, principally because of 
the subjective character of the information we must 
evaluate. I will do my best to give a forthright answer 
and I think the best way to begin is by describing what 

happens when someone contacts the Foundation for 
assistance.

We received an average of at least 500 requests for 
information, advice or assistance per year since 1986 
and the number is growing. In 1993, we had some 
1,100 and I am sure the total for 1994 will be higher.1 
Over half of these are by telephone and most of the 
rest are by mail, plus a few faxes. If it appears that the 
complaint is well founded, we ask the “client“ to: (1) 
Pray for divine assistance in drawing the distinction 
between what they don’t like and what’s wrong. (2) 
Then pray for assistance in distinguishing the differ-
ence between the rightness of their position and the 
good of the Church, for it may be that the best solu-
tion is to bear with the situation in Christ. (3) Once 
they decide to proceed, send us a written description 
of the situation, including a chronology, names of the 
key people involved and whatever supporting docu-
ments which may be available. Upon the completion 
of (1),(2) and (3), the Foundation will prepare an opin-
ion as to the soundness of the case and whether there 
are any informal or formal remedies available.

Then, if the client wishes, we will advise and assist 
them in the pursuit of such remedies. It is only at this 
point that we assign a case number and open a file.

As for the disposition of the 277 of the cases con-
sidered as closed, 90 cannot be categorized because 
we heard nothing more from the clients and assumed 
that they lost interest or the problem disappeared on 
its own. Most of this number originated before 1992, 
when we opened a file for every inquiry rather than 
waiting, as we do now, for the completion of the three 
steps described above.

This leaves 187 which we can consider as defini-
tively concluded, one way or the other and, of these, 
just 23 were resolved by formal canonical processes; 
18 by administrative recourse (10 “wins“ and 8 “loss-
es“), 3 by tribunal (3 “wins“ and 0 “losses“) and 2 by 
denunciation. The outcome of the latter is unknown 
because such matters are handled by the Church with 
the utmost discretion and the complaining witness is 
not informed of the disposition. Thus, our “won-lost“ 
record in formal processes is 13-8-2.

Trying my best to evaluate objectively the remain-
ing 164 cases, I would say that slightly over half could 
be regarded as more or less favorable and slightly 
less than half as more or less unfavorable. But oddly 
enough, as far as we can determine, almost 90% of our 
clients feel better for having pursued the case, even 
when the outcome was unfavorable. The typical com-
ment is something like: “We may have lost this battle 
but we gave it our best. Maybe there will be benefits 
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that aren’t apparent right now or someone else may 
profit by our experience.“

Handling cases is, of course, the very essence of our 
work. Everything else we do, including the publica-
tion of Christifidelis, serves this end.

How Do We View the Results 
of the Past Ten Years?

My answer has to be, in sum, “positively“ and I 
hope that the report on the outcome of our cases will 
cause most of our readers to agree.

This is not to say that we haven’t had our share of 
frustrations and disappointments, some of them very 
bitter as in the altar girl matter.

The continuing signs of crisis such as liturgical an-
archy, woefully inadequate or erroneous catecheti-
cal, “New Age“ (or even worse) adult education pro-
grams, the control of parish life by cliques of “cafeteria 
Catholics,“ the total abandonment of their fundamen-
tal identity by Catholic institution and a host of oth-
er problems have not been noticeably effected by the 
Foundation’s work. Some people have expressed the 
thought that this is an indication that we are not do-
ing our job. But I would strongly disagree with such 
a conclusion because, from the beginning, our inten-
tion was to help individuals protect their rights to true 
teaching and true worship. Eventually, if we do our 
work well, we might contribute to the reduction or so-
lution of these broader problems, which have their ori-
gins in a basic loss of faith and do not lend themselves 
to canonical processes. We can surely help alleviate the 
symptoms but, in the last analysis, the present crisis in 
the Church is spiritual and must be dealt with primar-
ily by spiritual means.

However one sees the Foundation’s record, one 
thing is certain. There was no other organization do-
ing what we do in 1984 and there is none in 1994.

Our Plans for the Future
Put simply, our plan for the immediate future is to 

keep doing exactly what we are doing, but do it bet-
ter. Eventually, it would be my greatest joy if I (or my 
successor) could say, “Catholics can now obtain justice 
within the structure of the Church and our work is 
done. Therefore, the St. Joseph Foundation has ceased 
operations and will be dissolved.“ Until that day 
should come, whether or not I am here to see it, our 
apostolate, if it is pleasing to God and with your spiri-
tual and temporal assistance, will continue.

(Endnotes)
1  The way inquiries have been identified as “inquiries” has 

changed from 1994 to the present.  If we used the same method 
today used then, we would report between 1700 and 2300 each 
year for the past five years.  

continued from page 7

Canon Law Miracles
The names of those involved have been changed to 

protect their privacy.

“I’m sorry.  This will never happen to you 
again!“:  Isaac and Jacob were two elderly men 
of small stature who had been life-long friends.  
Being strong Catholics, they met their new Pas-
tor at the front steps of their church after Mass, 
and Isaac corrected an erroneous point raised 
by the priest during the homily.  The priest, who 
was about half their age and in excellent physi-
cal condition, reacted with violence by shov-
ing the elderly man.  Isaac did not fall, but the 
event greatly disturbed both men as well as the 
dozens of onlookers.  The priest did not apolo-
gize.  Over the next few weeks, he increased the 
harm by serving the men with a trespass order, 
even claiming he was threatened by them.  They 
stopped attending Mass altogether.  Sally, a 
member of the parish, tried to help the two men 
by writing to the bishop and asking his interven-
tion.  She received no response to her many let-
ters and phone calls.  It was many months after 
these events that Sally learned of The Saint Jo-
seph Foundation and contacted us for help.  Af-
ter obtaining the details of the situation, we pro-
vided Sally recommendations and a strategy on 
how to proceed.  In keeping with Canon Law, we 
assisted her in obtaining the necessary authori-
zation to represent the men in an administrative 
process, and we wrote the necessary petition to 
correct the matter.  We suspected that the letters 
and phone calls to the bishop were either divert-
ed from him or reported to him with a skewed 
presentation of facts.  The process proceeded 
to an appeal to the Holy See before the diocese 
opened an investigation into the matter.  We sus-
pect the Holy See contacted the bishop directly, 
and that communication could not be diverted 
or skewed as others had been in the past.  The 
investigation concluded in favor of Isaac and 
Jacob.  The Canon Law miracle: The pastor was 
forced to lift the trespass order and the men were 
admitted to the sacraments again.  The most re-
markable and wonderful event occurred in their 
own home.  The bishop travelled the more than 
100 miles to see them.  He knelt before each of 
them and asked forgiveness for how they were 
treated.  He then promised, “This will never hap-
pen to you again.“
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19 March 2021

Solemnity of Saint Joseph

Dear Friends,

“Grace to you, and peace from Him Who was, Who is, and Who is to come” (Rev. 1:4).

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. On the very 
same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three 
wives of his sons with them entered the ark, they and every beast according to its kind, and 
all the cattle according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth 
according to its kind, and every bird according to its kind, every bird of every sort. They 
went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 
And they that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; 
and the Lord shut him in.

(Gen. 7:11-16; RSVCE).

In my last letter to you, I used this same passage from Sacred Scripture to offer my reflection on the re-
Creation found in the Gospels.  There was another point from Genesis 7 that I wanted to share.  I saved it for 
this letter.

“And they that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord 
shut him in.”  Noah made the Ark and gathered the animals, why didn’t he shut the door?  And, shouldn’t the 
passage say, “…the Lord shut them in”?

In the Book of Psalms, we find at least six passages where God promises to shelter us under His wings.  
Some of the passages are tender in nature, like Psalm 36:7-8; “How precious is Thy steadfast love, O God! 
The children of men take refuge in the shadow of Thy wings.  They feast on the abundance of Thy house, and 
Thou givest them drink from the river of Thy delight” (RSVCE).  Others reflect a deep fear on the part of man, 
seeking God’s protection and mercy, as in Psalm 57:1; “Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in 
Thee my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of Thy wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by.”  
This second Psalm was written by David when King Saul was seeking to kill him.  David had taken refuge in 
a cave, and there he wrote the Psalm.  The Psalm stirs up an image of God’s “wings” covering the entrance 
to the cave and protecting David from being seen.  Other passages speak of God’s covering wings providing 
safety (Psalm 61:4), being a source of joy (Psalm 63:7), giving confidence in God’s faithfulness (Psalm 91:4).  

Jesus uses the metaphor in Matthew 23:37 and Luke 13:34 when He laments over Jerusalem only days 
before His death; “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
would not!”

It was not Noah’s Ark, it was God’s.  Noah built the Ark by God’s design, and his relationship with God 
gave him confidence in God’s plan.  Because it was God’s Ark, it was God Who shut the Ark.  By it, He 
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extended His wings of protection, mercy, and faithfulness.  Those who submitted to Him entered the Ark.  
Those who did not foreshadowed those of us whom Jesus laments for refusing to gather under His wings.  
Those in the Ark and those outside the Ark suffered the same catastrophic flood.  Those entering the Ark were 
carried through the flood to a re-Creation filled with consolation and mercy.

And who is the “him” in Genesis 7:16?  Is it Noah?  Yes, and more than Noah.  It is Man, made in the 
image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:27).  This “man” is the collective singular for all God’s children and 
represents the unity of man intended by God in Genesis 1:27 and prayed for by Jesus in John 17.  Those who 
submit to God’s design will experience first-hand what this collective singular really means when we are 
huddled together as a brood under His wings, when gathered as one in Heaven.

Everyone reading this knows that life can be very difficult.  Whether it’s work, health, family or friends, 
loneliness, political tensions, disappointments in the Church, pandemics, or any other number of problems 
and concerns, we know life is not easy.  Jesus knew it too.  In the same passage where He prays that we will 
know Peace and Unity (John 17), He also prays, “I do not pray that Thou shouldst take them out of the world, 
but that Thou shouldst keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15).

God did not take Noah out of the flood, He took him through it.  God did not take David out of his 
troubles, He took him through them.  And, the Father did not take the cup of suffering from Jesus; rather, He 
was Faithful to His Son in the sufferings and raised Him up on the Third Day.  In the same way, God will not 
remove suffering from us, but He will extend His wings of grace over us and protect us in the suffering.  He 
will be faithful to us, if we submit to Him and run to Him for refuge.

When we run to God for refuge, we find an entire brood hiding under the shelter of His wings; an entire 
civilization shut into the Ark.  We find Man.

In this Year of Saint Joseph, we have an example in the foster father of Jesus.  He accepted the very 
difficult task of being the husband of the Blessed Virgin and the foster father of the Redeemer.  Jesus and Mary 
did not make the task difficult for Joseph; it was difficult because of the evils directed to destroy them.  Joseph 
patiently bore the trials of probable ridicule for taking Mary into his home, being an immigrant and going into 
exile to protect Jesus’ life, and laboring in poverty despite his royal bloodline.  Like Noah and his father David 
before him, Joseph turned to God in a very personal way during his uncertainty and fear and was rewarded 
with a marriage to the Blessed Mother and dying in the arms of Jesus.  He let God take him through the trials; 
he found shelter under God’s wings.  He let God shut him into the Ark of grace, and he found the Man.

 If we make an Ark of grace by our prayers, fasting and almsgiving, God Himself will shut us in.  He will 
not take us out of the flood, but He will take us safely through it to a day of re-Creation.

In closing, I thank each of you for being part of the brood hiding under God’s wings with me.  I am so 
grateful for your prayers, words of encouragement, and constant support.  On this beautiful Solemnity of Saint 
Joseph, I pray that the Guardian of the Redeemer, the savior of the Savior, the lord of our Lord’s house, will 
be your guide and protector in the path to Heaven.     

God bless you; St. Joseph keep you!

      Peace,

       Philip C. L. Gray

       President
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